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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action and 
excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memorable 
matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

Ric Flair's victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at “Starrcade '83"" 

The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood's hard-rocking MTV 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@All this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
‘Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash"—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At “The Great American Bash": 
Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 
Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

Jimmy “tant vs. Paul Jones 

Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 7 Make check or money order payable and send to: I 
TV SPORTS TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 ORDS OF THE RING is Moe) RINGMASTERS [ag | 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | | | ROCKVILLE CENTRE, Ny 11571 Save $15! I 
Please check which format you want  CIVHS Beta ~—s | ‘I Ptease check which format you want) VHS Beta | 
Please rush me copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose LR eeoa nah aie: copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) -U.S. 1 | | Bash. | enclose $44.95 (839.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
FUNDS ONLY- for each tape | am ordering. 1 | | handling) -u.s. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape | am ordering. | 
Name LO ees I 
Address V] 1 Address I 
City State __ Zip LP] lo cy State __ Zp | 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail 
Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 


a eS ee 


SHOW THE WORLD | 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 
NOW AVAILABLE 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 
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ILLUSTRATED 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
PWI T-SHIRT A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% longwearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Ilustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


PWI BUMPER STICKER 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional ook 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/I “Skyfiyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Mlustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
‘on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (3% inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official. PW/I button is oblong in 
shape and measures 13h inches by 234 inches. Dynamic red logo 
‘on bright yellow backgfound. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOUILL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $1995 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 


PWISKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! © QELUXE PACKAGE 
Yr ta ac ee | 
Send To: 
| [item [price [quantity | TOTAL] w'seoars MINIMUM ORDER. $2.00 
Box 48 
j | PWIT-SHIRT | $7.00 ea. Roskile Centre, NY 11571 I 
rl (epecty size: 5 ri170) Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. | 
j |PWICAP [87.00 ea. i 
| | PWISKYFLYER $5.00 ea. NAME 
PWIBUMPER STICKER | $2.00 ea. SS <= i 
j |PMLBUTTON $1.00 ea. I 
| | PWIDELUXE PACKAGE | $19.95 ea. ay SUAS Ie 
| TOTAL AMOUNT Minimum order: $2.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY). Please allow 4-6 weeks 
for deli . Do not 1d . Off U.S. and Canad: ly. 
| stir SIZE OSmall (Medium OlLarge ‘XLarge Fe ee pleses ac 33 00. ge ar a | 
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SUBSCRIPTION DEAL Paves 


Save 43% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 10 SSUES FREE! 


INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER cover all 
the excitement and drama of wrestling—not just in one 
federation, but in all of them! Honest hard-hitting cover- 
age of your favorite sport has made INSIDE WRES- Calor on 0) 
TLING and THE WRESTLER favorites of fans for over men 
two decades. Our staff of reporters and photographers 
bring you ringside action like no other magazines can! 
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Subscribe now and receive the next 12 issues of either 
INSIDE WRESTLING or THE WRESTLER for just $17. 
Or subscribe to both magazines and receive 24 action- 
packed issues (including specials!) for the bargain price 
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damage during shipping. 
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“BRAIN” SURGERY? 

Your February 1989 issue featured 
the article, “Tully & Arn Will Fail Un- 
der Bobby Heenan! A Special Analysis 
By J.J. Dillon.” James J. Dillon’s 
harsh scrutiny is true: Heenan has 
managed great wrestlers and granted 


them ample title shots, but has never 
had a WWF championship. He does 
not use proper strategy when preparing 
for a title match, and he often pays for 
it. This will be the same for Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson. 

As the NWA World tag team cham- 
pions, Tully and Arn did exceptionally 
6 


Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson will win the WWF tag team title only after they dump 
their manager Bobby Heenan, writes reader Pete Amuroso. 


well because they were originally sin- 
gles competitors. Now under Heenan, 
their chances of winning the WWF 
World tag team title are slim. Heenan 
will probably engage them in useless 
feuds, like Paul Jones did with The 
Powers of Pain. 


In the NWA, Anderson and Blan- 
chard held their titles—and their 
own—against such teams as The Road 
Warriors, The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, 
The Midnight Express, The Sheepherd- 
ers, and The Powers of Pain. The 
same success could be attained in the 
WWF, because they can easily defeat 


teams such as the Rougeaus, The Hart 
Foundation, The Rockers, The Bolshe- 
viks, the Powers, and current WWF 
champs Demolition. 

Once they ditch Heenan and go their 
own way, a victory over Demolition is 
inevitable, and a long title reign is 
expected. 

PETE AMUROSO 
Garfield, NJ 


RACIST REPLY 

This letter is in response to the criti- 
cism of Col. DeBeers by Amanda 
Nelligan (‘‘Sincerely Yours’’) in the 
February 1989 issue of Inside 
Wrestling. 

I am also upset by DeBeers’ racist 
remarks. But, unlike you, I recognize 
that because he lives and works in the 
United States, he has the perfect right 
to say them. Someone once said, “I 


Diamond Dallas Page 


Col. 
DeBeers, a man who holds racist beliefs. As 
abhorrent as reader Andrew Meyer finds 
those views, he defends DeBeers’ right to 
express them, 


manages 


may not agree with what you say, but 
I will defend to the death your right to 
say it.”? Freedom of speech is one of 
the basic rights guaranteed by the U.S. 
Constitution. 

The same goes for the case of Rob- 
ert Fuller. He may be a racist pig, but 


as a citizen of the United States, he | 


has the right to be. 
lam no racist, but I heartily defend 
everyone’s right to their opinions, even 
if I do not agree with them. 
ANDREW MEYER 
Lincoln, NE 


ROCK ’N’ ROLL LIVES 

I am writing in response to the arti- 
cle in the January 1989 issue of Inside 
Wrestling, “The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
Must Decide: Split Up Or Shut Up!” 


Well, for your information, The Rock 
’n’ Roll Express needs to stay togeth- 
er—forever! 

I think they are wrestling better now 
than they have in a very long time. 
They have been tagging in and out of 
the ring and showing their double- 
teaming skills like never before. They 
even have more exciting interviews late- 
ly since Robert Gibson started talking 
for the team. Because of this, he and 
Ricky have been more hyped up than 
they’ve ever been! 

If they split up again, it would be 
the second biggest mistake in the histo- 
ry of professional wrestling, the first 
being the first split-up of the Express. 
When they broke up last August, I 
was devastated and cried for weeks. I 
prayed with all my heart for them to 


The Rock ’n’ Roll Express have had trouble deciding whether they want to stay together, 


but reader Diane Martin is certain she wants them to remain teammates. 


get back together; when they finally 
did, I was happier than I had been in 
a very long time. 

Now that they are back together, I 
think you and everyone else who is 
criticizing them should get off their 
backs. I think you all owe the Rock 
’n’ Rollers an apology for saying they 
should split up again. They love the 
fans too much to ever hurt us again or 
to ever let us down again. I am one 
fan that will never give up on them; 
nor will I ever desert them. Rock ’n’ 
roll lives, and so does The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express! 

DIANE MARTIN 
Savannah, GA 


WHAT’S THE DEAL, WWF? 

I don’t know what the WWF is try- 
ing to prove. Not only are they de- 
stroying the reputation of pro wrestling 
as a sport, but they have taken some 
of the finest wrestlers around, drawn 
them in with big bucks and national 
exposure, and made them look like 
jerks. 

A few examples: 

e@Ted DiBiase. This is one of the 
best wrestlers going. DiBiase can take a 
beating and come back twice as hard. 
He has what it takes to beat anyone 
on a given night. So what does the 
WWF do with such a great wrestling 
talent? They make him tint his hair, 
wear glittery suits, and have a so-called 
“bodyguard” follow him around. 
Anyone who remembers DiBiase’s 
matches in the UWF and NWA knows 
this guy doesn’t need any help to win 
bouts. I don’t know where they dug 
up Virgil, but I don’t think it was 
DiBiase’s idea. 

e@Terry Taylor. He’s been hated by 
the fans for the last few years, but that 
doesn’t change the fact that Taylor is a 
fine wrestler. Does anybody really be- 
lieve this guy needs Bobby Heenan to 
teach him how to wrestle? Or that he 
asked to be called the “Red Rooster’’? 

@One Man Gang. A guy hated by 
the public and feared and respected by 
wrestlers for his strong-arm tactics and 
brute force. Now he’s Akeem, and is 
nothing more than a big clown. His 
reputation is down the drain. 

(Continued on page 52) 
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The turmoil following the Jerry Lawler-Kerry Von Erich title- 
unification match has not died down. It may never. Referee Marty Miller's 
decision to halt the SuperClash III bout because of the cut on Kerry's 


head was one of the most controversial—and gutsiest—calls ever. 
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Von Erich had Lawler flat on his back with a clawhold stovping the flow 
of blood to his head. The blood oozing from Kerry's wound didn't stop him. 
He was drawing strength from the sight of Lawler's eves rolling into his 
head. Victory was seemingly his. If Lawler weren't so exhausted, he might 
have summoned the strength to tell the referee, '"'T quit!"' 

Miller waited for Lawler to do just that. He knew if Lawler didn't 
submit soon, he would have to make the toughest decision of his career. 
Von Erich's cut was the worst he had ever seen. The scant seconds seemed 
like minutes as he waited for Lawler to make his job easier. Finally, 
Miller acted. He stopped the match. He was right to so. 

This is not a replay of the Lex Luger-Ric Flair Baltimore Bash, as I've 
heard some people suggest. Luger was robbed by a technicality in the 
Maryland Commission's rulebook that stated the match had to be stopped at 


the first sight of blood. That was a trickle; this was a flood. 


Kerry needed medical assistance. Badly. Miller's first responsibility 
was to the safety of the wrestlers. There would be plenty of ‘ 
opportunities for Von Erich to get back at Lawler later on. It was | 
Miller's responsibility to make sure he was around to get them. 

Von Erich can scream about the decision all he wants. He can scream 
about the politics that put his fate in the hands of AWA officials. But 
when all is said and done, what Kerry lost is something he can always 
regain. What he might have lost had the match continued, I'd rather not 


talk about. 


BECOME A SUBSCRIBER! 

Since 1979, the undeniable leader in wrestling journalism has been 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated. Subscribe now and never miss an issue of the 
sport’s most respected magazine. Wrestling is the only sport with non-stop 
action the whole year round, and nobody covers the action better than 
PWi. 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR 

PWfs award-winning staff is always on the scene where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of the sport available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers through the dramatic peak-action 
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FULL-COLOR PINUP 
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by David 
Rosenbaum 


NE OF THESE days, we'll 

have another WWF World 
champion—like “Bruno Sammar- 
tino or Bob Backlund—who isn’t 
paranoid, devious, untrustworthy, 
or schizophrenic. For now, howev- 
er, we'll just have to wait. 

Exactly one year ago, my col- 
umn in the April 1988 issue of 
Inside Wrestling dealt with Hulk 
Hogan’s decision to turn down 
Ted DiBiase’s seven-figure offer 
for the WWF belt. Hogan wasn’t 
acting in the best interests of the 
fans or the title, he was acting in 
the best interests of himself: By 
retaining the belt—and his im- 
age—he figured to make much 
more money over the long run. 

One year later, Randy Savage 
has that mighty WWF belt 
strapped around his waist and— 
wouldn’t you know it!—the para- 
noia he displayed so prominently 
during his Intercontinental champi- 
onship days has resurfaced. 

Now, before we go any further, 
let's get one thing straig! 

We will see a Randy Savage 
vs. Hulk Hogan main event at 
WrestleMania V, and possibly be- 
fore then. That’s the direction 
things are going, and there seems 
to be no reversing course. Sa\ 
age is absolutely convinced that 
Hogan is after his woman. When 
Hogan grabs Elizabeth and gives 
her a long hug, he does nothing 
to dispel Savage’s suspicions. 
And Hogan, who desperately 
wants a title shot but knows it 
would be ungrateful to ask for 
one, would welcome a match 
against his so-called friend. 

There is something seriously 
wrong when the two most popular 
men in the sport have so many 
glaringly negative qualities. It is 
absolutely scary to imagine that 
Hogan and Savage are role mod- 

(Continued on page 62) 
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HEN YOU TURN to the rat- 

ings on page 64, you’ll notice 
that Inside Wrestling, along with our 
entire family of publications, recog- 
nizes three world champions: Ric Flair 
(NWA), Randy Savage (WWF), and 
Jerry Lawler (AWA). 


ship as a world title is indisputable. 
The federation is 85 years old. Flair is 
one of the acknowledged masters of 
the sport, has worn the belt for most 
of this decade, and has defended his title against virtually 
all the sport’s top stars at one time or another. 

The recognition of the WWF championship as a world 
title came under review in these publications about six 
years ago, when Bob 
Backlund was WWF 
champion. At the time, 
we took world-title status 
away from the WWF 
mainly because of its 
then-regional (mainly 
Northeast) stature. Our 
“Ratings Analysis” in the 
September 1983 issue of 
The Wrestler noted that 
“the WWE, which was 
formed in 1963, is recog- 
Bob Backlund nized as the largest re- 
gional title in the world, something more than the Mid- 
Atlantic title, but less than the NWA World belt,” 
Actually, it wasn’t until the October 1985 issues of The 
Wrestler and Inside Wrestling that we re-elevated the 
WWF title and again recognized it as a world title. At the 
time, Hulk Hogan defending the WWF title, and with the 
WWE expanding at incredible rates worldwide, it seemed 
patently wrong not to view the WWF title as a world 
championship. 

The AWA title has been a world title since 1960, for as 
long as the federation has been in existence. So for most 
of the past three decades, there have been (at least as far 
as our family of publications is concerned) three world 
titles in the sport. That discounts, of course, the few years 
up to 1985 that the WWE lost its world-title status. 

But since 1985, the WWE and the NWA have grown to 
become the indisputable dual promotional kings in the 
world of wrestling. The AWA has remained a strong 
number three, but there have been those critics and fans 
who have felt that world title status ought to be limited to 
just two federations in order to simplify the championship 
situation in the sport. That would mean devaluing the 
AWA World title, which is something that current AWA 
World champion Jerry Lawler—surprise, surprise! —feels 
very strongly about. “It’s absurd to take world-title status 
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ON THE 


ROAD 


The status of the NWA champion- with 
CRAIG PETERS 


away from the AWA,” Lawler told me 
during a recent trip to Memphis, “‘par- 

ticularly when you consider that alone, 

the AWA title has had a German 

World champion, Otto Wanz, and a 

Japanese World champion, Jumbo 

Tsuruta. I understand that the line has 
to be drawn somewhere, but where your 

magazines have it drawn now—three 
world titles—is fine. Obviously, for a lot 

of reasons, I feel that the AWA World 
title is the finest, and I’d place my 
championship up against any other in the sport.” 

I told Lawler that the editors of our magazines had, a 
few years ago, actually considered devaluing the AWA 
title and recognizing only two world titles in the sport. 

“But you didn’t,” Lawler said, “and 1 think that’s an 
important fact to remember. Back then, the NWA and 
the WWF were overwhelming wrestling. Nobody can deny 
that. It was probably easy for you guys to think that 
every other promotion was going to fall by the wayside 
and get steamrolled by the big two, so the idea of taking 
away world-title status probably seemed logical. Fortu- 
nately, there were plenty of us around who weren’t about 
to give up so easily. And you guys at the magazines, you 
wisely sat back and decided to play a wait-and-see game. 
That was, obviously, a good move, because the AWA has 
grown to become bigger and better than ever.” 

Indeed, the AWA’s December 13 SuperClash III, wres- 
tling’s first non-WWF, non-NWA pay-per-view program, 
is likely to lead to more AWA pay-per-view projects. Co- 
promotional agreements with the World Class, CWA, and 
Continental areas have brought back the concept of the 
traveling champion, something that helped catapult Ric 
Flair to national prominence in the early part of this 
decade. 

“Tt’s no secret that the AWA has suffered something of 
an image beating since the WWF and NWA grew to such 
large national proportions,” Lawler said, “but to count 
the AWA down and out is patently absurd. To say that 
the AWA doesn’t belong in the same league as the WWF 
or the NWA is also absurd—SuperClash III proved that. 
No, if you ask me, the AWA is on the move like never 
before, and any talk about the federation being a sorry 
and distant number three is simply senseless babble.” 

Lawler can be excused his strong sense of federational 
loyalty, but in essence he is correct. The expected swal- 
lowing-up of all other federations by the WWF and 
NWA has not materialized, and that’s good news for the 
sport in general. Monopolization breeds content and lazi- 
ness; competition breeds improvement and excellence. The 
sense of competition in wrestling is stronger than I’ve seen 
it since I began with Inside Wrestling in mid-1981. It can 
mean only good things for the sport in 1989 and the years 
to come. 


HE VIDEOTAPE oma 


You've heard about them . . . you’ve read 
about them . . . now you can see them for 
yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are 
among the most agile, athletic, 
acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 
the entire mat world. Now, two 
sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling 


Slant-Eyed Slaughter 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 

Wendi Richter & “Devil” Masami vs. 
Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Okumura 
@ Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 
© Monster Ripper & “Devil” Masami 
vs. Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara 
@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula 
@ “Crush Girl” Lioness Asuka vs. 
“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo 


into your own home! 


Sample The 
Excitement! 


Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 
Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 
Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 

are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They're all here, 
and more—including American 
superstar Wendi Richter. These 
matches, direct from Japanese 
television, include the kind of action 
that, until now, only satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 
enjoy. These tapes are certain to 
become valued collectors’ items. 
They include complete matches, not 
match excerpts! 


Special Magazine Offer: 

In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, . 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 

the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 


handling). Witness all the 
excitement and thrills of Japanese 
women’s wrestling—in your own 
home. 


SPECIAL NOTE: These tapes, distributed by 
Powersports Video in association with American 
Video, are being sold exclusively for a limited 
time only in the United States by T.V. Sports. 
Both tapes include English play-by-play 
commentary recorded alongside the original _ 


Japanese commentary and crowd noise. While 
the English commentary is poor, the action level 
and match quality of these bouts more than 
makes up for it. We're convinced you'll be 
completely satisfied by these programs. 


TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


lam Ordering. 
Name: 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


1am enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage 
and handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape 


Riot Of The Rising Sun 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 

@ Yukari Omori & Ayumi ‘“Jumbo” Hori 

vs. Noriyo Tateno & Itysuki Yamasaki— 

“The Jumping Bomb Angels” 

@ Masked You & Kaoru “Dump” 

Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 

Chigusa Nagayo—‘‘The Crush Girls” 

@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 

@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. “Devil” 

Masami 


PLEASE RUSH ME: 

0 Slant-Eyed Slaughter 

0 Riot Of The Rising Sun 
(SORRY—VHS orders only) 


Address: 


City: 


State: ‘ip: 


71 


Forall orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape. 
‘ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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NAMES MAK) 


JIM CORNETTE 


HE MANAGERIAL WAR between 
Paul E. Dangerously and Jim 
Cornette is far from over. If anything, 
the Starrcade ’88 showdown between 
both Midnight Express teams further 
fanned the flames of this raging NWA 
inferno. 

Cornette’s wish to ‘‘give America a 
Christmas present by kicking that punk 
Dangerously’s butt’? never came true, 
but the fans on hand in Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, and the people watching nation- 
wide on pay-per-view TV, were treated 
to an outstanding match between the 
two feuding factions. Stan Lane 
pinned Randy Rose after just over 
17 minutes of action to win the match 
for Cornette’s duo ... but there was 
some controversy involved. 

Lane had Rose covered for the pin 
when Paul E. whacked ‘‘Sweet Stan’’ 
with his portable phone. After Rose re- 
versed the cover, referee Teddy Long 
started counting, but stopped the 
count at two when he saw the phone. 
Then, when Long asked the crowd if 
they saw Dangerously use the phone, 
Bobby Eaton entered the ring. He 
and Lane executed the ‘‘double- 
goozle”’ (a tripping/clothesline combi- 
nation) on Rose, and Lane covered 
Rose for the pin. Dangerously and 


Dennis Condrey protested, but 
there's little doubt Paul E. cost his 
team a victory. 

Meanwhile, Eaton dropped a minor 
bombshell afterward when he ex- 
pressed concern that he, Lane, and 
Cornette were getting too involved with 
the feud against Dangerously’s Mid- 
nights. ‘We're in this for the belts,’ 
Eaton said, “‘and The Road War- 
riors are just waiting to get beaten. 
But we're too busy with Dangerously’s 
boys. We've still got some butt-kicking 
to do, but | wanna get those belts 
back, too.”” 

Dangerously and Cornette, however, 
have no intentions of retreating in this 
“Battle of the Mouths.’ Dangerously 
insists his original goal of driving Corn- 
ette out of the NWA will be accom- 
plished. Cornette, on the other hand, 
said there’s no doubt who the superior 
team is. ‘‘Paul E. hit my man over the 
head with his telephone and we stil/ 
won,’ he said. ‘‘Not only are we the 
better team, we've got harder heads.”’ 

Here are the full results from 
Starrcade '88: Junkyard Dog won 


JUNKYARD DOG 


BRAD ARMSTRONG 


$50,000 and the first Bunkhouse 
Stampede ... Kevin Sullivan and 
Steve Williams defeated The Fan- 
tastics for the U.S. tag belts... The 
Russian Assassins beat Ivan Ko- 
loff and JYD ... Rick Steiner won 
the TV title from Mike Rotundo ... 
U.S. champion Barry Windham de- 
feated Bam Bam Bigelow by count- 
out ... Rie Flair successfully de- 
fended his NWA World championship 
by pinning Lex Luger (for full details 
on that match, see ‘‘What’s Happen- 
ing’ in the April 1989 issue of The 
Wrestler). 

Brad Armstrong won the “Wheel 
of Fortune’ and earned a shot at Tom 
Prichard’s CWF heavyweight title. 
Sounds strange? It was. Several top 
contenders to the belt were each given 
a number. The wheel was turned, and 
the wrestler whose number came up 
received a match against Prichard. 

“| don't care how | got it, all | know 
is that | got it,” Armstrong said. ‘To 
tell you the truth, though, I’ve never 
been too lucky at games.’’ Armstrong 
hopes his luck holds out for the match 


14 


N’ NEWS 


against Prichard. If not, though, Brad 
and The Bullet still have the tag 
belts. By the way, Scott Armstrong 
left the CWF and is wrestling in several 
independent federations. 

Australian women's champion Su- 
san Sexton has challenged AWA 
World women’s champion Wendi 
Richter to a series of matches; con- 
tractual details are currently being ne- 
gotiated ... Johnny Ace returned to 
the Florida Championship area after a 
successful tour of the Orient. Ace will 
team with The Terminator and pur- 
sue the tag belts held by The Nasty 
Boys .. . The November 19 broadcast 
of Saturday Night's Main Event on 
NBC-IV drew a 9.2 rating and a 25 
share, which means over 8-million 
homes were tuned in to the show .. . 
Veteran wrestler Larry Moquin died 
of cancer on December 12. Monquin, 
65, was a star in Montreal from the 
1940s through the ’60s. 


ul 2. 


BUTCH REED 


Butch Reed left the WWF and has 
signed with J.J. Dillon, but apparent- 
ly he will not be a member of The 
Four Horsemen ... Meanwhile, 


- 


TOMMY RICH 


Tommy Rich, Michael Hayes, and 
Steve Casey were all scheduled to 
start with the NWA in January. Brian 
Pillman may be added to that list . . . 
There’s also a chance Stampede In- 
ternational tag champs The British 
Bulldogs will appear on the February 
15 Clash of the Champions card in 
Cleveland . . . Finally, the NWA is con- 
tinuing to negotiate with Rick Steam- 
boat for a Steamboat-Flair match on 
that same card. 

Robert Fuller and Jimmy Gold- 
en are involved in a hot CWA feud 
with Bill Dundee and Wendell Coo- 
ley ... Gen. Skandor Akbar has 
bounties on the heads of WCCW light 
heavyweight champ Eric Embry and 
AWAWorld. Class champ Jerry 
Lawler ... Bob Backlund is cur- 
rently teaching physical education at 
Rocky Hill High School in Hartford, 
Connecticut. He is also coaching the 
wrestling team. The former WWF 
champion is scheduled for a series of 
matches in Japan. 

Randy Savage pinned King 

ee 


Haku on December 17 at the Spec- 
trum in Philadelphia. It now appears 
Haku will receive only a limited num- 


ber of title matches. On the same 
card, Andre the Giant defeated 
Jake Roberts by disqualification. 
Roberts suffered an injured left shoul- 
der in the match while trying to nail 
Andre with a flying clothesline. No re- 
port was available.on the extent of the 


injury. 
lf not for IWGP champ Tatsumi 
Fujinami, never 


Jerry Lawler 


JERRY LAWLER 


would've had a chance to win the 
World Class title from Kerry Von 
Erich at SuperClash III. Four days ear- 
lier in Tokyo, Fujinami defeated Von 
Erich by countout, but refused to take 
the belt. ‘I only want the belt if | pin 
Von Erich,” he said. Lawler didn’t fol- 
low up this incredible act of sports- 
manship, however. He was caught in a 
Von Erich claw at SuperClash when 
referee Marty Miller stopped the bout 
because Kerry was bleeding badly. 
“The King,’’ however, had no trouble 
accepting the WCCW belt. 

That's all for now, fans! See you at 
the matches! Oo 
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By Eddie Eliner 


[The opinions expressed in 
“The Insider’’ are those of Ed- 
die Eliner alone, and do not 
necessarily represent the opin- 
ions of anyone else on the staff 
of this magazine.] 


Lex Luger 
1986-1989 
Rest In Peace 


E CAME FROM Chicago 

bursting with promise and 
potential. Though we all knew him 
to be more steel than skill, even a 
hardened wrestling newshound 
like Matt Brock became enchant- 
ed with the possibilities. But Brock 
was not alone in raining plaudits 


on the newcomer; Pro Wrestling 


Illustrated readers voted Luger 
1986 Rookie of the Year. 

Hulk Hogan would have to take 
a number; LexMania was poised 
to sweep the country. In regard to 
his inevitable capture of the NWA 
World championship, the only 
question remaining was not when 
he would win it, but rather how 
long he would hold it. The an- 
swer, of course, was: for however 
long he wants. 

Those with the foresight not to 
hold their breath for the Luger 
takeover now grin smugly at us 
folk turning blue. His supporters 
have finally run out of patience; 
for Lex Loser, we wait no longer. 

Take the following Lex Loser 
quiz: 

1. Lex Luger wrestles Ric Flair 
for: (a) the NWA title; (b) a large 
but unspecified amount of money; 
(c) professional pride; (d)a 
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NWA World champion Ric Flair wristlocks Lex Luger, the man many people thought would 


be the next champ. Eddie Eliner doubts Luger will ever reach the lofty goals he set for 
himself as a rookie, when he caused a sensation in Florida, 


month’s supply of Four Horsemen 
vitamins. 

2. The referee is unable to 
count Flair down because: (a) he 
has been knocked unconscious; 
(b) Flair has paid him a large but 
unspecified amount of money; 
(c) he wonders if Ted Turner will 
give him a desk job; (d) he re- 
gards Luger unfit to wear the belt. 

3. Flair retains his title by: 
(a) pinning Luger using the ropes 
as leverage; (b) pinning the refer- 
ee using Luger as_ leverage; 
(c) tricking Luger into pinning him- 
self; (d) buying the NWA for a 


large but unspecified amount in a 
leveraged buy-out; (e) leaving the 
arena because his parking meter 
time has expired and getting 
disqualified. 

4. Luger explains his defeat by: 
(a) inserting his locker in a plate- 
glass window; (b) complaining bit- 
terly about the lack of integrity in 
wrestling today; (c) claiming Flair 
had paid the janitor a large but 
unspecified amount of money to 
grease the ropes; (d) accusing 
Flair of poisoning his Four Horse- 
man vitamins. 

(Continued on page 64) 
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SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 


Imagine walking only as far as your mailbox to pick 
up the latest issue of SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING! Now this convenience can be yours. Enjoy 
12 issues of SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING sent 
to your doorstep, postpaid, for the low price of only 
$17. SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING contains sto- 
ties and features found in no other wrestling maga- 
zine. Its peak-action’ photos and superb coverage of 
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the entire wrestling scene make SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING the most exciting wrestling magazine 
on the market today. Remember: subscribers NEV- 
ER miss a single issue. And each issue is delivered 
in a sturdy protective manila envelope. Get in on 
the excitement that only SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING brings to you issue after thrilling issue—you 
won't be sorry! 
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Rick Steamboat feels the pain of Ric Flair’s figure-four leglock during their classic 1984 bout at New 


Jersey's Byrne Meadowlands Arena. Steamboat may be headed for more matches with Flair. 


ED TURNER’S ACQUISI- 

TION of controlling interest in 
the NWA has left these venerated 
old wrestling offices abuzz with 
excitement and possibility. What 
changes will the flamboyant me- 
dia mogul instill in the 85-year-old 
federation? 

With opinions flying everywhere 
about everything (Should titles 
change on  disqualifications? 
Should they eliminate six-man ti- 
tles? Should they ban cage 
matches?), there is one thing fans 
hope Turner can accomplish that 
his predecessors were unable to: 
sign a series of Ric Flair-Rick 
Steamboat title matches. 

It’s not just wrestling fans who 
savor the thought of Flair and 
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Steamboat mixing it up once 
again. The wrestlers themselves 
are excited! 

“It would be tremendous,” Flair 
said. “A grappler of Steamboat’s 
versatility brings out the best in 
me. Our matches rank among the 
greatest of all time. And | am 
about fed up with wrestling those 
twin chumps, Sting and Lex 
Luger. Don’t they know when 
they've been whipped? 

“Besides, it would provide the 
NWA with a great attraction. 
Steamboat-Flair has tremendous 
marquee value. And if anyone 
could swing it, Turner could—that 
is, if he’s able to find that Polyne- 
sian prima donna. Steamboat 
thinks he’s a movie star or some- 


thing. He’s become reclusive. As 
it is, it'll take him months to get 
into shape enough to wrestle me. 
| hope Turner does some fast 
talking with his checkbook and 
lures Ricky from his hole in the 
ground.” 

While Steamboat appreciates 
his longtime _rival’s concerns 
about his health, the popular star 
feels he could step into the ring 
tomorrow and give a good ac- 
counting of himself. | visited 
Steamboat at his Charlotte, North 
Carolina, gym where he has 
grown accustomed to a quieter, 
gentler existence. 

“| have a very nice life here, no 
matter how much fun Ric Flair 

(Continued on page 66) 


WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eunishea montny) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
Stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual ‘Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 
Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars .. . Each 
issue's ‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with | 
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one of wrestling’s top names . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars' strengths and weaknesses 
... "Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime . . . ‘Arena Report” brings you match results from sy 


around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning columns from ‘= ty “el 
wrestling’s most respected staff of independent journalists . . . RI Q 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of “Ratings Analysis” as = ‘ 
. All this and more—every month! ( ‘ Y A 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM en r 
—e 


INSIDE WRESTLING (Published Monthly) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous ‘‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars .. . “One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . “Roll Call Of Champions” — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star. . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 


THE WRESTLER (ubisea monn) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines, 
Special Features In The Wrestler: Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast . . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down’ tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive ‘‘Q & A” interview with one 
of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue ‘You Asked Us’ allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars , . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 


Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It's like getting three _! 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 
12 issues of The Wrestler— a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 
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WHERE 


ARE 
THEY NOW? 


ERNIE LADD 
The first man to pro- 
claim himself “The 
King of Wrestling,” 
Ladd decided to leave 
the sport three years 
ago, but he’s been 
very busy since then. 
A longtime friend of 
President George 
Bush, Ladd was a top 
campaign aide in 
Bush’s organization in Louisiana. He also 
works for Metro Consultants, a research firm 
in Houston, and he’s been active in helping 
minorities gain employment in federal con- 
struction projects and other fields. 


BARON VON 
RASCHKE 
After leaving the AWA 
to become the manag- 
er of The Powers of 
Pain in the WWF, the 
Baron’s career sud- 
denly is in a holding 
pattern. “The Powers 
shocked me with their 
alliance with Mr. Fuji,” 
’ said the Baron. “I 
don’ t want any part of them while they’re a- 
ligned with him. | may return to the WWF with 
another team to go againstthem, or perhaps 
| will don the tights again and go after War- 
lord and Barbarian myself!” 
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Do you have a favorite wrestler who 
has left your area? Are you wondering 
where he is today? Then this ee 
column is just for you. Each month we 
will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wrestlers 


ARNOLD 
SKAALAND 
The “Golden Boy” 
was a fine wrestler in 
his own right, but 
Skaaland was per- 
haps best known as 
the manager of former 
WWF champions 
Bruno Sammartino 
and Bob Backlund. 
Today, he is employed 
by the WWF as an executive assistant, ar- 
ranging publicity for wrestling cards in several 
New York State cities. He is also busy train- 
ing his son, George Skaaland, a rising star on 
several independent circuits. 


STEVE SIMPSON 
Steve and his brother 
Shaun, the former 
World Class tag team 
champions, are cur- 
rently on a world tour. 
After the tour is com- 
pleted, the brothers 
plan to return to their 
native South Africa. 
“Wrestling in our 
homeland is becom- 
ing more popular each day,” said Steve. 
“Shaun and | hope to stay a while this time. | 
really believe that we can help make South 
Africa one of the world’s most respected 
wrestling capitals.” 


INSIDE 
WIRIESTENNIG: 


CAPSULE 
PROPIEE 


HE ULTIMATE WARRIOR is the 

WWF Intercontinental champion 
(‘The most powerful athlete in the 
world, period”) ... Began his career as 
a member of Powerteam U.S.A, a 
quartet of wrestlers that also included 
the man who would become known 
as Sting (“He had outstanding potential 
right from the start”) ... Warrior and 
Sting formed their own tag team, The 
Freedom Fighters (“Just like the name 
says, it was a team that fought for 
freedom from oppression”) ... Moved 
from the Mid-Southern area to Mid- 
South, where they became The Blade 
Runners (“The name change didn’t 
matter; domination was the key’) ... 
Soon after Eddie Gilbert took over 
management of the team, the Warrior 
decided to go out on his own (“Gilbert 
couldn't do anything right’) ... Mov- 
ing to World Class, he changed his 
name to Dingo Warrior and took on 
Gary Hart as his manager (“Texas of- 
fered a whole new range of opportuni- 
ties) ... Later joined Percy Pringle’s 
stable (“Pringle! Another loser!’) ... 
Teamed with Lance Von Erich to win 
the World Class tag team title from 
Matt Borne and Master Gee on No- 
vember 17, 1986 (“An awesome vic- 
tory”) ... After they lost that title to 
Al Madril and Brian Adias, Warrior 
defeated Bob Bradley to capture the 
Texas title (“Talk about an easy win’) 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


The Ultimate Warrior presses Barry Horowitz over his head. The Warrior's tremendous 
power helped him win the Intercontinental title from The Honky Tonk Man. 


. In April 1987, the title was 
stripped from him due to a lack of 
defenses, but he was reinstated on 
May 25 (“Those guys didn’t know 
what they were doing”) ... After los- 
ing the championship to Al Perez in 
Puerto Rico, Warrior left World Class 
for the WWF and changed his name 
to The Ultimate Warrior (“The ulti- 
mate wrestler deserves the ultimate 
name”) ... Initially wrestled lower-lev- 
el competition (“That was the best 
way to reach the top”) ... Earned re- 
spect and admiration by scoring sever- 
al impressive wins over Harley Race 
and Hercules (“It proved the Warrior 
was ready to take on the very best’) 
... Tagged up with Don Muraco on 
several occasions (“The man knows 


what power wrestling is all about’)... 
As a last-minute substitute for Brutus 
Beefcake, the Warrior captured the In- 
tercontinental title from The Honky 


. Tonk Man at SummerSlam 88 on Au 


gust 29, 1988 (Thirty-one seconds! 
That's all it took to dump that greasy 
slimeball’) ... Successfully defended the 
belt against Honky Tonk many times 
(“Do you really think Honky should be 
any trouble?”) ... Pinned Greg Valen- 
tine to earn the win for his team at the 
Survivor Series on Thanksgiving night 
(It was survival of the fittest’) ... Start- 
ing to feud with Rick Rude (“The way 
he insults women is disgusting’) ... Was 
scheduled to have a posedown with 
Rude at the Royal Rumble in January 
(You know who’s gonna win!) 0 
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CAPSULE PROFILE PINUP 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


‘August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino, 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Albano, 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras, 

May 1980/Stories include; Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hermandez, Kelrn, 

‘August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling I, Baker, Koloft 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
taras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Siories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff, 
January 1981/Stoie include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater 

‘April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr, Race, McGraw, 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana, 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog, 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink, 

February 1982/Stories inolude: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 

‘April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

dune 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include; Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

‘August 1982/Siories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund, 
‘September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon, 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter, 
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December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard, 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race, 

March 1983/Stories include; Junkyard, 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1989/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich, 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include; Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler, 
September 1983/Stories include: 2b) 
2ko, Piper, Andre, Hayes, ‘G 
‘October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
NI, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes: 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1989/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Fair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
‘Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich, 

une 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBlase, 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il 

August 1984/Stories Include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A.., Idol, Spoiler. “ 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, tron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Bill 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors, 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
‘gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A, 
vanuary 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich, 

February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair, 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 


April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy, 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs, 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera, 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid, 
September 1985/Stories include; Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 

October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 


boat, Adams, Freebirds, Comette, 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch, 
January 1986/Stories include; Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: A'n'R 


‘March 1986/Stories include; Windham 
& Rolundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude; 
‘April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock ‘n’ Rolls. 
dune 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Fiair, Lance Von, Blanchard, 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue, 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A 
‘August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
‘Andre, Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham, 
October 1986/Stories include: Flait-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stoties include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gar-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll, 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor, 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Omdorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flai, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs, 

‘April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
‘Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan, 


November 1985/Stories include; Steam- 


Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 


BACK ISSUES OF a 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
Collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, ‘‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.” Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoi 
sellouts—order today! 


May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre, 
sie 1987/Storis include: Piper Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody, 
‘July 1987/Stories inolude: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
just 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Comette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk, 
October 1987/Stories include: R&A Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler, 
November 1987/Siories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes, 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin, 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Am, 4 
March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
‘Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds 
April 1988/Stores include: Luger Far, 
Uhimate Warrior, Andre-Hogar-DiBiase, 
May 1988/Stories include; Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von; 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&A Express, Baby Doll 
July 1988/Stories include’ Hogan-Sav- 
‘age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
‘August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
September 1988/SPECIAL ISSUE: Col- 
(of coverage of WMIV, Parade of 
Champs, Crockett Cup. Plus: Lawler, 
Von Erich, Hart, Gornatte, 
October 1988/Stories include: 
Megapowers vs, Megabucks, Horse- 
men, Lawler. 
November 1988/Storias include: Kerry 
vs, Lawler, Windham, Luger, Muraco, 
December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
January 1989/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Am, Kerry-Lawler. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Arn, Warriors-Wind- 
ham-Sting, 
March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights-Midnights, Fuller & Golden, 
Ultimate, 
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NEWS FROM THE 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially credited 
with your own by-line, send us reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of seeing your 
name in an internationally known magazine while at the same time helping to improve the quality of 
wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 

Send your reports to: Correspondent Editor, Box 48, Rockville Centre, N.Y. 11571 


JACKSON, MS 
By Chris palket 


EDDIE GILBERT 
vs. 
LARRY ZBYSZKO 


At the start of the bout, Gilbert gained 
the advantage by using a rope he'd 
pulled from his tights. Later in the bout, 
2byszko turned the match to his favor 
By ldeking and punching Gilbert. At 
ut the 30-minute mark, Zbyszko 
missed a clothesline on ‘Hot Stuff.” Gik 
bert then caught Zbyszko coming off the 
ropes and gave him a “hotshot” 
clothesline and scored the pin. 
OTHER BOUTS: The Midnight eee 
beat The Road Warriors by DQ ... 
Dusty Rhodes pinned Kevin Sullivan . 
Lex Luger & Nikita Koloff beat Ric Fiair 
& Al Perez ... Ivan Koloff beat Russian 
Assassin | by DQ ... Dick Murdoch 
beat Barry Windham by DQ ... Mike 
Rotundo pinned Italian Stallion. 


SACRAMENTO, CA 
By Jason Nanning 


RANDY SAVAGE 
vs. 
ANDRE THE GIANT 


When Jake Roberts came to ringside 
with his snake Damien, the Giant sud- 
denly froze with fear. Roberts hid his 
snake bag under the ring and left. 
Meanwhile, Savage started an offensive 
on Andre. Bobby Heenan found Jake’s 
bag and started running, only to be 
chased back to ringside by Roberts. In 
the ring, Savage beat up Heenan and 
tied up Andre in the ropes, Jake then 
took Damien out of the bag and threw 
him near Andre, who managed to get 
free and flee with Heenan back to the 
dressing room. Both Savage and Andre 
were disqualified. 

OTHER BOUTS: The Ultimate Warrior 
defeated Super Ninja ... Hacksaw Dug- 
gan pinned Boris Zukhov ... Hercules 
crushed Virgil ... Jacques and Ray- 
mond Rougeau defeated The Young 
Stallions. 


DALLAS, TX 
By Andy Wilkinson 


ICEMAN PARSONS 
vs. 
ERIC EMBRY 


In this cage match, Parsons and Embry 
started beating on each other even be- 
fore the cage door closed. Gen. 
Skandor Akbar tossed Iceman a foreign 
object, which he used to hit Embry. 
Then Akbar threw a chair over the top 
of the cage and Iceman used that. Mi- 
chael Hayes and Jeff Jarrett came out 
and started climbing over the top to 
help Embry. Iceman then kicked the 
door open and left, winning the match. 
Hayes was so angered by the result 
that he beat up the referee! 

OTHER BOUTS: Kerry Von Erich de- 
feated Jerry Lawler ... The Samoan 
Swat Team and Michael Hayes & Jeff 
Jarrett battled to a double-DQ .. . Steve 
Cox beat The Avenger ... Super Black 
Ninja defeated Phillip Wiley ... Jimmy 
Jack Funk pinned Mickey Finn Jr. 


FAYETTEVILLE, NC 
By Neil Fuller 


HACKSAW DUGGAN 
vs. 
DINO BRAVO 


The match began with Duggan chasing 
Bravo and Frenchy Martin out of the 
ring with his 2x4 and threatening the 
referee with it. A few minutes later, Mar- 
tin got up on the ring apron and Dug- 
gan went after him. While Hacksaw was 
halfway out of the ring, Bravo kneed 
him in the back and got the pin, al- 
though Duggan’s foot was on the ropes. 
Duggan then chased Bravo out of the 
ting and brutalized Martin with his 2x4. 
OTHER BOUTS: Lanny Poffo pinned 
Barry Horowitz ... Demolition beat The 
British Bulldogs ... Duggan won a 17- 
man battle royal ... The Rougeaus de- 
feated The Hart Foundation ... Harley 
Race pinned Mike Sharpe ... Curt 
Hennig beat Koko B. Ware. 


BALTIMORE, MD 
By Rick Heiger 


RIC FLAIR 


vs. 
RICK STEINER 


Before the match started, Steiner stole 
Flair’s robe and wore it around the ring, 
infuriating the champion. Steiner took 
everything Flair dished out, laughing 
and barking in his face. Steiner then got 
the upper hand, delivering chops, 
clotheslines, and suplexes. He stunned 
Flair with a suplex and had him pinned, 
but J.J. Dillon put Flair’s leg on the 
rope. Finally, Flair suplexed Steiner and 
pinned him, though Flair had his foot on 
the ropes. 

OTHER BOUTS: The Road Warriors 
and Lex Luger & Sting battled to a dou- 
ble-DQ ... Dusty Rhodes beat Bai 
Windham by DQ .. . Nikita & Ivan Kolo! 
beat The Russian Assassins ... Tommy 
Rogers beat Rip Morgan ... Mike Ro- 
tundo beat Bobby Fulton. 


MEMPHIS, TN 
By Raymond Duncan 
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JERRY LAWLER 
vs. 
JIM GARVIN 


During the match, Gen. Skandor Akbar 
sent The Botswana Beast in to beat up 
Lawler. Garvin ran out of the ring and 
punched Akbar, who signaled to the 
dressing room. Kamala came out and, 
along with the Beast, double-teamed 
Lawler. Garvin finally helped Lawler, but 
Kamala delivered a splash off the top 
rope on Lawler, who was carried out on 
a Stretcher. Lawler won a painful deci- 
sion in the match by disqualification. 
OTHER BOUTS: Jeff Jarrett pinned Eric 
Embry ... The Samoan Swat Team 
beat Michael Hayes & Rick Morton ... 
Robert Fuller & Jimmy Golden beat Bill 
Dundee & Wendell Cooley ... Iceman 
Parsons pinned Steve Cox ... Brian 
Lee pinned Don Bass. 


CHICAGO, IL: A trip to the Windy City always 
brings back memories, and many years from now 
one of those memories will be of SuperClash III, 
one of the best cards I’ve seen in quite a long time. 
Throw away the women’s lingerie battle royal—and 
they threw away a lot in that match—and you had 
nearly three hours of top-flight wrestling. The Jerry 
Lawler-Kerry Von Erich title tiff was the highlight, 
but there were several other damn good matches, 
particularly Wahoo McDaniel vs. Manny Fernandez, 
Greg Gagne vs. Ronnie Garvin, and Eric Embry ys. 
Jeff Jarrett. As I’ve said a couple of times before, 
Embry and Jarrett are two kids who really know 
how to wrestle, and they put on a clinic for the folks 
at the UIC Pavilion. Embry’s now a four-time 
World Class light heavyweight champion. Gagne ys. 
Garvin was a fine match, but I detected a lack of 
intensity on Garvin’s part. Could it be that since 
he’d already signed a contract with the WWF he 
really didn’t care about the AWA TV title? If so, 
it’s hard to blame him, although who the heck 
knows what he’s going to do in the WWF. McDan- 
iel vs. Fernandez, an Indian strap match, was one of 
the bloodiest matches I’ve ever seen—until Lawler- 


MANNY FERNANDEZ vs. WAHOO McDANIEL 
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Von Erich came along. The mat was coated with 
blood by the time these two guys were finished, and 
I still don’t know how Von Erich was able to see 
through that crimson mask covering his face. I do 
know one thing, though: I’ve been on this beat for 
more than a few decades, and believe me, I haven’t 
seen too many matches stopped on account of 
blood. But rarely have I seen a man as bloody as 
Von Erich. I don’t know if it was the right decision; 
all I know is there was no conspiracy involved, and 
this war is far from finished. When it continues, I’ll 
be there. 


MEMPHIS, TN: The WWF held a show at the 
Mid-South Coliseum, and I half expected Jerry 
Lawler to run out and throw fire in Randy Savage’s 
face. Invading an area is one thing, but the Mid- 
South Coliseum is the home base of the CWA. It’s 
like the Jets playing in Giants Stadium; something . 
just isn’t right. The card itself, however, was top- 
notch, a far-above-average WWF effort that the 
crowd enjoyed. In the main event, Savage disposed 
of Rick Rude with an elbowsmash off the top rope 
that must’ve rattled every bone in Rude’s body. This 
is a major mismatch, especially since Rude was man- 
handled so severely by Jake Roberts. And it was 
especially a mismatch because Savage was psyched- 
up for his homecoming. He wrestled in Memphis for 
several years just before entering the WWF in 1985, 
and this gave him an opportunity to show everyone 
that the local boy certainly made good. 


WHITE PLAINS, NY: Bob Smith is my kind of 
reporter. The man knows how to get dirt under his 
fingernails, unlike some of these yuppie journalists 
clogging up the newsprint these days; he’s a blood 
and guts reporter. We grabbed a bite to eat after a 
card at a benefit card for Multiple Sclerosis at the 
Westchester County Center, an old hole in the wall 
that brings back some fond memories, and we had 
this poor waitress making 50-yard dashes back to the 


Harder than nails, veteran wrestling reporter Matt Brock has 
logged more miles covering wrestling than any other 
journalist. Every month Matt will travel to the sport's hotbeds, 


reporting everything he sees without fear or favor 


ot : 
DAVID & BRUNO SAMMARTINO 


Kitchen every five minutes. As for the card itself, 
where else these days can you see Bruno and David 
Sammartino, Capt. Lou Albano, Domenic DeNucci, 
The Haiti Kid, Johnny Rodz, Sgt. Slaughter, Johnny 
Valiant, and The Iron Sheik all in the same night? 
Talk about bringing back the old days! Misty Blue 
was also on the card, engaging in yet another install- 
ment of her violent war with Linda Dallas. All in 
all, it was a great evening of wrestling, and yet 
another good argument in favor of checking out the 
independent cards in your area. 


NORFOLK, VA: Two title changes and nothing 
solved in the Ric Flair-Lex Luger feud. That sen- 
tence just about sums up Starrcade ’88, an outstand- 
ing show that had one major problem. Mainly, Flair 
and Luger have been going at it since last July, and 
the NWA has yer to solve the problem of controver- 
sial pins and cheating wrestlers. Flair had his feet 
squarely on the ropes when he pinned Luger, which 
was clear to everyone in the arena except the one 
man who counted: referee Tommy Young. Person- 
ally, I’m getting tired of the whole deal. Back in the 
old days, the WWF got most of its feuds over with 
quickly by going to a no-disqualification match if 
the first match didn’t end with a clear decision, and 
going to a steel cage match if the second match 
didn’t end with a clear decision. I’m tired of seeing 


LEX LUGER vs. RIC FLAIR 


Flair and Luger go at it, and I think a lot of other 
people are, too. Flair needs some new challengers. 
Luger, obviously, doesn’t have what it takes to over- 
come Flair’s skill and cheating tactics. Maybe he’s 
not cut out to be champion. Rick Steiner, mean- 
while, won the NWA TV title from Mike Rotundo 
when he should’ve been wrestling Flair for the big 
belt. If Steiner has any brains at all—which is seri- 
ously in doubt—he’ll forget the TV strap and go 
right after Flair. That’s where the big bucks are. As 
for Steve Williams and Kevin Sullivan winning the 
US. tag belts from The Fantastics, I’d be shocked if 
they hold on to those things for more than a week. 
Sullivan and Doc might be tough, but The Fantastics 
have talent. Besides, they’re a real tag team, not 
some ad hoc duo slapped together at a moment’s 
notice. The Varsity Club may be strong, but Wil- 
liams and Sullivan are new to each other’s tactics. 
This title reign is a title change just waiting to 
happen. fe] 
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A VON ERICH EX 


The Von Erich 
family has long 
been known as, 

“The First Family 
Of Professional 
Wrestling,’ Now, 
a deluxe-quality 
videotape and. 
collectors’ edition 
hardcover book 


i 


bring all the excitement, ‘ 
drama, tragedy, and tri- : 
umph of the Von Erichs - 

into your home! : « 


lam enclosing: 
© $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling) for each Front Row Ringside tape I am ordering. 
$15.95 ($13.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling) for each A Family Album book lam ordering. 

© $44.95 ($39.95 plus $5.00 postage and handling) for each Superfan Package | am ordering. 


NAME: 


2 


era) 


VAGANZA L) 
THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDEis an up-close and personal look 
at the Von Erich legend culled from the extensive video library of World Class 
Championship Wrestling and featuring at-home interviews with Kerry, Kevin, 


Mike, and Fritz. This program will be a valuable addition to your videotape col- 
lection. (Sorry, VHS format only is available in this special offer.) Included in this 


1 Fini Aow Ringside sensational 70-minute tape: 


©The entire June 1, 1982, Fritz Von Erich no-disqualification retirement match 
against King Kong Bundy. 

©The complete March 4, 1983, Kevin Von Erich-Terry Gordy match in which 
Kevin won the World Class American belt! 

@ Highlights of David Von Erich battling Jim Garvin, Kamala, and Harley 
Race. 

© The entire May 6, 1984, bout in which Kerry Von Erich captured the NWA 
World title from Ric Flair at Texas Stadium in front of 43,518 fans. 

© Highlights of Mike Von Erich’s November 24, 1983, debut match against 
Gen. Skandor Akbar, and a battle against John Tatum. 

Rare footage of Chris Von Erich; Fritz vs. Joe Blanchard; David spanking Sunshine; six- 
man action featuring Mike, Lance, & Kevin, and David, Kevin, and Kerry; and Mike's hospital- 
ization from toxic shock syndrome. 


history of the entire Von Erich family in words and pictures. 
* Subtitled “Tragedies And Triumphs Of America’s First Fam- 
ily Of Wrestling,” the book chronicles Fritz, Doris, Key 
David, Kerry, Mike, and Chris—plus rare photos of Jack—i 
over 100 black-and-white photographs and 32 pages of daz- 
aling color photography. Many of these photos are from the 
Von Erich personal family scrapbooks (including many 
baby photos and school portraits) and have neverbeen _ 
published anywhere—until now! This beautifully designed 
hardcover volume measures 82x11 and is 128 pages in 
length. You'll be proud to add this to your personal library. 


VONERICHS 


FOAM LY” Abo Ue 


Make check or money order payable and sendto: *— 
TV SPORTS | 
BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


PLEASE RUSH ME: 

(THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE videotape (VHS orders only) 
(0 THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUM hardcover book 

(1) MONEY-SAVING SUPERFAN PACKAGE!—one each: videotape and book 


ADDRESS: 


CITY: 


STATE: ZIP: 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape or book ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape or book ordered for air- 
mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Foreign customers: Please be sure your videotape system is NTSC compatible. 


IRAQ... IRAN ... SOUTH AFRICA: 
SGT. SLAUGHTER 


UNDER SIEGE! 


Wrestling’s leading anti-American forces—The Iron Sheik, Sheik Adnan 
Al-Kaissie, and Col. DeBeers—have formed a deadly alliance against 
Sgt. Slaughter. Can America’s greatest patriot survive this all-out 


assault? 


The Iron Sheik attacks Sgt. Slaughter with a foreign object while Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie 


holds the Sarge and Col. DeBeers looks on. This trio of foreign wrestlers, along with 
Diamond Dallas Page, pose the greatest threat yet to Slaughter’s career. 


By Bob Smith 


HE HOTEL CLERK was very 

confused. The reservation for 
a business meeting at this Minne- 
apolis inn was reserved by Mr. 
John Jones, the president of a 
company listed as “General Inter- 
national.” But this man wearing 
an Arab kaffiyeh surely didn’t look 
like the type who would run a For- 
tune 500 company, and he cer- 
tainly didn’t look like his name 
was John Jones. 

“This is correct, American inn- 
keeper,” said the man. “Il am Mr. 
Jones, who make reservation for 
meeting of big-time business ty- 
coons. | have cash for reserva- 
tion. Do not detain me any longer, 
please.” 

With that, the man walked into 
the meeting room and slammed 
the door behind him. Thirty min- 
utes later, a second man wearing 
a_ kaffiyeh, calling himself Mr. 
Smith, entered the room. Soon af- 
terward, a man in a beret and a 
long-haired man in sunglasses ar- 
rived at the desk; they called 
themselves Mr. Johnson and Mr. 
Andrews. The clerk realized this 
was no ordinary meeting. 
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“We fooled idiot American hotel 
clerk!” laughed The Iron Sheik— 
the man who masqueraded as 
Jones—upon the arrival of his as- 
sociates. “We convince him that 
we set up Capitalist American 
meeting, but we are here to dis- 
cuss important wrestling business. 
We are to discuss elimination of 
Sgt. Slaughter.” 

Joining Iran’s Iron Sheik at this 
meeting were his new manager, 
Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie of Iraq, as 
well as Col. DeBeers of South Af- 
tica and his manager, Diamond 
Dallas Page. All of these men 
have suffered at the hands of the 
former Marine drill instructor in 
the past. Now they want to return 
the favor. 

“We must end career of 
Slaughter Sergeant,” spit Iron 
Sheik. “He continually get in my 
way. Five long years | have 
warred with him. | am tired of his 
ugly American face. He must be 
destroyed so | can become cham- 
pion again. | cannot go back to 
my country with pride unless he is 
destroyed.” 

“Right,” agreed DeBeers. “This 
man caused me one of the most 
embarrassing losses of my career 
at SuperClash Ill. | am thankful to 
you and the great Al-Kaissie for 
coming to my aid there. | pledge 
my undying support to you all.” 

“If we work together, there’s no 
way that stinking American can 
stand a chance,” echoed Al- 
Kaissie.‘| have the money, Page 
has the brains, and DeBeers and 
the great Iron Sheik have the 
skills. We must prove that the 
wrestlers of our countries are far 
greater than that so-called Ameri- 
can hero. The SuperClash Ill inci- 
dent was the beginning of the end 
for Slaughter.” 

That match, slated as a one-on- 
one boot camp match pitting 
Slaughter against DeBeers, was 
one of Slaughter’s greatest tri- 
umphs—for about 10 seconds. It 
then became the setting for one 
of the most violent blindside at- 
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At SuperClash Ill, DeBeers, wearing Slaughter’s helmet, whips the Sarge across the ring 
(above). Slaughter traps DeBeers in his dreaded cobra clutch (below). Sarge used that hold 


to force DeBeers to submit. 


tacks of the year. 

At the end of this savage bout, 
Slaughter had DeBeers locked in 
his cobra clutch, earning a hard- 
fought submission victory. As the 
referee called for the bell, Page 
called for Al-Kaissie, who attacked 
Slaughter from behind. Slaughter 
managed to fight off all three until 
The Iron Sheik stormed the ring. 


Sheik repeatedly slammed 
Slaughter’s head with a foreign 
object until Chavo, Hector, and 
Mando Guerrero ran the devious 
threesome from the ring. 

“Big, tough foreigners,” com- 
plained Slaughter afterward as 
bandages were being placed over 
the numerous cuts that defiled his 
forehead. “‘If they want to start a 


Slaughter whacks DeBeers with his riding crop (above) and sends the Colonel for a ride 
(below). In addition to DeBeers, Slaughter must be concerned with The Iron Sheik, his most 
dangerous enemy for the past five years. 


new world war, they've come to 
the right place. If you notice, it 
took three of them to get me, 
didn’t it? That’s why | hate them 
so much—they have no sense of 
fair play at all.” 

Apparently not. DeBeers, Al- 
Kaissie, and Page don’t care 
about things like rules and regula- 
tions. They figure if Slaughter is 


out of the way, title matches 
against AWA World champion 
Jerry Lawler will be easier to ob- 
tain. But Iron Sheik, unlike the 
others, doesn’t seem to care 
much about Lawler’s belt. His 
singleminded goal is to maim 
Slaughter. 

“Slaughter must be pulver- 
ized,” Sheik told his rulebreaking 


compatriots. “He was man who 
prevent me from getting title shots 
against Hulk Hogan years ago. 
Now he wants to end my career, 
but now I’ve got army of men to 
fight him. | don’t want Lawler, | 
don’t want TV belt, | don’t want 
anything else. All | want is 
Slaughter’s head to be hung in 
Iran, so fine citizens can throw 
rocks at it.” 

With that, Sheik slammed his 
fist into the glass table, shattering 
it into thousands of tiny pieces. 
Hotel security rushed into the 
meeting room to find all four men 
picking up shards of glass from 
the carpet. Page paid for the 
damaged table; Slaughter was in- 
formed about the incident at an 
AWA card a few days later. 

“Those guys obviously weren’t 
at that hotel to talk about stocks 
and bonds,” Slaughter said. ‘I! 
know they’re out to get me. Well, 
good luck, foreigners. | defeated 
DeBeers, so it makes sense that 
he’s angry. But | didn’t expect to 
see Sheik launch such a full-scale 
attack. He busted me up pretty 
bad, but I’m glad he’s around 
again. Now | can get rid of him 
once and for all. It will make my 
career complete.” 

The stage is set. The Iron 
Sheik, Col. DeBeers, and Sheik 
Adnan Al-Kaissie are now acting 
as a unit. Slaughter realizes the 
situation, and is prepared to re- 
spond in kind. 

“They're not the only ones who 
have an army,” Slaughter said 
with a smile. “All those foreign 
swine always forget about my Co- 
bra Corps, which grows by leaps 
and bounds every day. They way 
| figure it, it’s four against four 
million.” 

Slaughter saluted and walked 
away, but he had one last com- 
ment. “Tell them to bring rein- 
forcements,” laughed Slaughter. 
“They're gonna need a lot of help , 
if they even want to come close to 
defeating me! This is one fight I'd 
never lose!” Oo 
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HEN THE WEATHER cools 

down, the action heats up. 
The holiday season has always 
been one of the most exciting pe- 
riods on the wrestling calendar, 
and 1988 was no exception. 
Across the country at several are- 
nas, fans thrilled to unbelievable, 
heart-stopping wrestling action. 
And if you couldn't get to the are- 


By Bill Apter 


nas, most of these big cards were 
available on TV. 

Wrestling is a year-round sport, 
but it always seems to be better in 
the colder months, when people 
spend most of their time inside. 
And these outstanding cards made 
your couch or arena seat the place 
to be. The five weeks from 
Thanksgiving Day until the day af- 


Big Bossman, King Haku, and Akeem triple-team Hulk Hogan at the Survivor Series (above left). Lex 


ter Christmas were unforgettable 
in many ways: 

e@There were three pay-per- 
view TV shows from three differ- 
ent federations—or combinations 
of federations. The WWF present- 
ed its second Survivor Series; the 
NWA moved its annual Thanksgiv- 
ing Day Starrcade extravaganza to 
December 26 to maximize the po- 


Luger tries to backslide Ric Flair during their NWA World title bout at Starrcade °88 (above right). 


The Survivor Series! Battlestarr week! The Clash of the 
Champions! SuperClash III! The 1988 
holiday season was one of the greatest ever, and Inside 
Wrestling was there. We’re proud to bring it all to you in this 
fabulous special section! 
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In a defense of her AWA World women’s title, Wendi Richter punishes former champ Madusa Miceli. 
With SuperClash, the AWA, World Class, CWA, and CWF joined the WWF and NWA as players in the 
burgeoning pay-per-view market. 


tential audience; and the AWA, 
WCCW, CWA, and CWF com- 
bined for an unprecedented PPV 
extravaganza—SuperClash III—on 
December 13. The success of 
SuperClash III made the PPV mar- 
ket more crowded then ever, and 
intensified this lucrative television 
war. 
@Battlestarr week. The NWA 
conducted a series of pre 
Starrcade warmups from Novem- 
ber 23 in Baltimore to November 
27 in Richmond, Virginia. The con- 
cept was outstanding: Top NWA 
stars in top matches at the federa- 
tion’s most important arenas. So, 
instead of getting one big show 
during the Thanksgiving holiday, 
fans got five (The Omni, the Char- 
lotte Coliseum, and the Greens- 
boro Coliseum were the other 
sites), 

@jerry Lawler defeated Keny 
Von Erich to add the World Class 
belt to his AWA World title at 


SuperClash II. This was an ex- 
tremely controversial match. Mid- 
way through, Lawler used a for- 
eign object and a series of 
closed-fist punches to open sever- 
al serious cuts on Von Erich’s face 
and arms. The bloodied Von 
Erich, however, fought back and 
clamped a clawhold on Lawler. Af- 
ter 18 minutes and $4 seconds, ref- 
eree Marty Miller called for the 
bell and declared Kerry unfit to 
continue. “Unfair!” shouted Kerry, 
but he'll have plenty of chances 
for revenge. 

Strong hints of friction be- 
tween Randy Savage and Hulk Ho- 
gan were exposed at the end of 
the Survivor Series. After Elizabeth 
freed Hogan from Big Bossman’s 
handcuffs, the “Hulkster” took the 
tag from a dazed Savage wand 
quickly disposed of King Haku for 
the victory. But when Hogan 
grabbed Elizabeth to celebrate, 
Savage met Hogan with a gaze that 


could have melted ice. Hogan and 
Savage didn’t shake hands or pose 
together afterward, and could be 
headed for a Megapowers 
breakup. 

@Ric Flair retained his NWA 
World title with a stunning but 
controversial victory over top chal- 
lenger Lex Luger, Rick Steiner 
won the NWA TV title from Mike 
Rotundo, Junkyard Dog won 
$50,000 and the first Bunkhouse 
Stampede of the year, and Kevin 
Sullivan and Steve Williams scored 
a shocking upset to win the U.S. 
tag belts from The Fantastics. All 
this happened at Starrcade ’88, an 
incredible evening of wrestling 
that will never be forgotten. 

@Manager Mr. Fuji left WWF 
World tag team champions Demo- 
lition and joined The Powers of 
Pain in a shocking reversal at the 
Survivor Series. With Demolition 
on the verge of victory, Fuji 
climbed onto the ring apron and 


33 


begged Ax and Smash for a 
chance to get in on the brutality. 
When Demolition refused, Fuji 
held down the ropes and sent 
Smash falling to the arena floor. 
Smash then smashed Fuji, who 
was saved by Warlord and Barbar- 
ian. A grateful Fuji helped the 
Powers dispose of the Conquista- 
dors to win the match, then an- 
nounced he was their official 
manager. 

@The Clash of the Champions. 
The NWA’s fourth prime-time TV 
card on SuperStation TBS was 
broadcast live from the UTC Pavil- 
ion in Chattanooga, Tennessee. It 
was an amazing evening of wres- 
tling, headlined by the Road War- 
rior Animal ‘vs. Dusty Rhodes 
grudge match. A month earlier, 
Animal had nearly blinded Rhodes 
with a steel spike. And while the 
“American Dream” was unable to 


gain revenge, he proved that he 
won't back down to anyone. Ani- 
mal beat Rhodes by disqualifica- 
tion to eam the Warriors and the 
partner of their choice the NWA 
six-man tag team belts. 

@An incredible display of guts 
by Eddie Gilbert at the Clash of 
the Champions. Unable to tag out 
to partner Ron Simmons in the fi- 
nal of the U.S. tag team title tourna- 
ment, Gilbert held off The Fantas- 
tics alone for nearly 10 minutes 
before finally succumbing. How 
did he do it? “I had to keep dig- 
ging deeper and deeper,” Gilbert 
revealed, “but I’d never give up.” 

@The Survivor Series. Good 


concept, but can it survive for an- 
other year? The Survivor Series 
was one of the finest cards of the 
year, but the Richfield (Ohio) Coli- 
seum was slightly less than half 
full, and the pay-per-view audi- 


ence was below par. Last year, we 
stated that the sellout crowd at the 
Coliseum and the huge PPV audi- 
ence proved that fans will come to 
see such a card. It’s an exciting, 
innovative idea, but perhaps fans 
want one-on-one action and tag 
team matches, not five-on-five 
gimmicks. 

Flair’s victory, Savage’s glare, 
Gilbert’s guts, the Lawler-Von 
Erich controversy; these were the 
highlights of a month stocked with 
outstanding wrestling action. Who 
could ask for more? It was an in- 
credible holiday season packed 
with wrestling, and Inside Wres- 
tling is proud to have been there 
to report all the action to you in 
words and pictures. We hope 
we've whetted your appetite for 
the glorious full-color section that 
follows. 

Bon appetit! 


Paul Jones chokes former charge Ivan Koloff during the Chattanooga, Tennessee, Clash of the 
Champions (above left). In Atlanta, during Battlestarr week, Ron Simmons tosses Mike Rotundo to 


the mat (above right). 
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Davey Boy Smith presses Conquistador | over his head as Smash and Barbar- 
ian wait for a tag. In a bizarre finish, Barbarian pinned the Conquistador. 


Sa 
Ted DiBiase slugs Randy Savage (above); The “Macho 
Man’s” team won when Hulk Hogan pinned King Haku. It 
looks like a rugby scrum when Jake Roberts, Dino Bravo, and 
Tito Santana pile into the ropes (below); Roberts and Santana 
lost when Curt Hennig pinned “The Snake.” 


Hogan and Hillbilly Jim give Haku the boot (above). The Ultimate Warrior 
launches Blue Blazer at Ron Bass (below); Warrior pinned Greg Valentine. 


Eric Embry twists Jeff Jarrett’s 
arm on his way to regaining the 
World Class light heavyweight 
title. 


Ron Garvin punish- 
es Greg Gagne, but 


* Gagne regained the 
AWA TV title. 


Animal gouges Dusty Rhodes’ injured 
eye (above); Dusty won by DQ. Steve 
Williams chinlocks Italian Stallion in one 
of his first Varsity Club wins (below). 


Eddie Gilbert and Tommy Rogers struggle for an advantage 
(above left) as The Fantastics win the U.S. tag team title. Junk- 
yard Dog comes to Ivan Koloff's aid (above right). 


Stan Lane covers Ric Flair for. 
the pin, but Flair and Barry 
Windham beat The Midnight 
Express. 


Message To Hogan & Savage: 


"FORGET ELIZABETH 
JUST WRESTLE! 


By Stu Saks 


RESTLING IS, ABOVE all, Iron Sheik or Col. DeBeers for the Indeed, wrestlers wrestle for the 
a sport. If we remember pride of America, but the outcome ‘ove of the sport; they hunger for 
that, we can put matches and of the feud will do little to solve new competition and new chal- 
feuds in their proper perspective. the problems in the Middle East lenges. True, personality often 
Sgt. Slaughter may battle The or South Africa. comes into play and ignites feuds 
Hulk Hogan and Randy Savage could be the most powerful duo in 
the history of wrestling. But they’re both forgetting why they’re in 
the sport to begin with. They’re allowing the charms of Elizabeth 
to distract them—perhaps to the point where a Hogan-Savage 


a v% feud is inevitable! re 3 


that heat up the competition, but 
the importance of a feud is often 
lost in victory or defeat. It soon 
becomes apparent that a wrestler 
didn’t care whom he beat, he just 
wanted to win. 

“The first instinct after a win is 
to exult in the victory and take 
pride in the hard work and strate- 
gy it took to win the match,” 
NWA World champion Ric Flair 
has said. “Only later do you re- 
member who you beat and why it 
was important to beat him.” 

All of which brings us to the 
current situtation brewing in the 
WWF. At press time, friction 
seemed to be forming between 
World champion Randy Savage 
and friend and occasional partner 
Hulk Hogan. The Megapowers al- 
liance that was made in heaven 
appears destined for destruction, 
thanks to Savage’s jealousy over 
his lovely manager Elizabeth. 

The fact that Hogan is married 
with a baby daughter means noth- 
ing to Savage. All he can remem- 
ber is the sight of Hogan hugging 
Elizabeth at the end of the Survi- 
vor Series. It is an image that 
burns in his mind, a sight that 
torments him at night. 

Hogan, on the other hand, 
probably has no romantic interest 
in Elizabeth. But he is not the 
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kind of man to back down when 
challenged, especially with the 
WWF World title on the line. The 
“Hulkster” prizes the belt the way 
Savage prizes Elizabeth; “Sav- 
age’s challenge—whether a prod- 
uct of Hogan’s own imagination or 
not—gives him the opportunity to 


regain it. 
This has all the makings of an 
unforgettable, brutal feud that 


could end with one man never 
showing his’ face in a wrestling 
ring—or at least a WWF ring— 
again. It would be a battle of love 


and pride, an intense clash with 
serious emotional overtones that 
could culminate at WrestleMania 
V in front of a giant crowd, hypno- 
tized and held captive by this ro- 
mantic war. 

Or so it seems. 

In reality, the bottom line in this 
battle would be for the WWF 
World title, not Elizabeth. Savage 
and Hogan, after all, are wres- 
tlers. Their battle over this woman 
can be taken care of outside the 
ring; wrestling is a sport, after all, 
not The Love Connection gone 


As an enemy, Hogan knocks Savage into 
the ropes during their lumberjack match 
(left). As a friend, at SummerSlam, Hogan 
puts the sleeper on Ted DiBiase while Sav- 
age goes after Andre the Giant (below). 


haywire. It is a battle of athletic 
skills, not a test of who can bring 
his lady the loveliest roses or take 
her for the finest dinners. 

No, this is a test of two of the 
greatest athletes in the world, two 
fearsome ring gladiators with one 
common goal: the World champi- 
onship gold. For when this battle 
is finally waged—if it is waged— 
people will only remember who 
won and lost, not who got the girl 
and who lost her. 

It is foolish for Savage to be so 
preoccupied with Elizabeth when 


so many challenges await him in 
the ring. His love for Elizabeth is 
understandable. She is a beautiful 
woman who comes to the ring 
wearing the finest dresses and 
gowns; she is a fine public speak- 
er and an outstanding example 
for young women. She carries 
herself with poise and elegance. 
Most of all, she is loyal to Savage, 
the man to whom she has devot- 
ed her life. 

But she is also too naive to re- 
alize that her friendship with Ho- 
gan is tearing Savage apart. It is 
not her fault. It is, in fact, entirely 
Savage's fault. Big Bossman, An- 
dre the Giant, Bad News Brown, 
and King Haku would like nothing 
more than to pound him into the 
ground. Savage’s concentration 
should be fully on the task at 
hand. Plus, he fails to realize the 
value of his friendship with Ho- 
gan; they are an awesome 
alliance. 

If they must wrestle, however, it 
should be for the right reasons. 
Savage has the belt, Hogan 
wants it. The test of athletic supe- 
tiority is interesting enough. Out- 
side influences aren’t needed; 
they are unnecessary distractions 
to the wrestlers, the fans, and to 
Elizabeth, who is caught in. the 
middle of a situation she did noth- 
ing to create. 

The Hogan-Savage wars were 
the highlights of Hogan’s four 
years as champion. Savage, the 
complete wrestler, posed the ulti- 
mate test to Hogan. He brought 
the “‘Hulkster’s” skills up to a lev- 
el never before reached. In fact, 
Hogan’s proudest achievement as 
champion was his ability to over- 
come Savage’s challenge. They 
were magnificent matches that 
will never be forgotten. 

Let’s say, for argument’s sake, 
that Hogan actually is interested 
in Elizabeth, be it for her love or 
for her managerial skills. Now 
let’s assume that Hogan wins his 
battle against Savage and, there- 
fore, wins Elizabeth. What would 


Savage executes a kneedrop on Hogan in their lumberjack match in 1986 (above) While 


Hogan and Savage flex to impress Elizabeth 
off in the ring again, it will be for the Worl 


happen next? Hogan would have 
to step into the ring the next day 
with the ability he always had; the 
same would be true of Savage. 
For these men are wrestlers, 
above all else. They are athletes 


(below). If Hogan and Savage ever do square 
id title, not for Elizabeth. 


who have chosen to pursue a ca- 
reer in the ring. It is a noble pur- 
suit. And it is the precise reason 
for our urgent message to Hogan 
and Savage: 

Forget Elizabeth. Just wrestle! 
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RONNIE GARVIN 


“MONEY IS THE BOTTOM 


HO’S THE BUSIEST compet- 

itor in wrestling? You'd be 
hard-pressed to find a more active man 
than Ronnie Garvin, In December, 
Garvin (1) made his WWF debut; (2) 
continued to fight off challengers to his 
AWA TV title, and (3) was active in 
defending his WWC Universal title. 
Even a busy man like Jerry Lawler 
would have trouble keeping up with 
the schedule of this rugged Canadian 
veteran! 

Garvin, who held the NWA World 
title for two months in 1987, is as 
confusing as he is busy. In the WWF, 
he wrestles in a strictly scientific fash- 
ion; in the AWA and WWC, Garvin 
doesn’t even seem like the same man. 
He’s long been known for his “‘hands 
of stone,” the most lethal knockout 
punch in wrestling, but many believe 
that he used a foreign object, not a 
clean punch, to kayo Greg Gagne and 
win the AWA TV title on September 
17 in Nashville. 

Among those who believe so is 
AWA President Stanley Blackburn. 
Just days before SuperClash III on De- 
cember 13 in Chicago, Blackburn 
‘stripped Garvin of the TV belt, putting 
it up for grabs to the winner of the 
Garvin-Gagne  SuperClash match. 
Gagne defeated Garvin by countout to 
win the match and the title, but Garvin 
doesn’t seem all that bothered by the 
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LINES” 


loss. After all, he’s still got the 


WWC’s top title, and now he’s out to |. 


make a name for himself in the WWF, 

Senior Editor Bill Apter spoke with 
a surprisingly upbeat Garvin just hours 
after he lost to Gagne at SuperClash 
IL. 


Q: Ronnie, you really seem to be a 
changed man since the last time we 
talked. First, you turned against 
Dusty Rhodes for a price right be- 

eel 
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Everybody in wrestling 
knows that my main 
weapon is my hands, and if 
my opponents don’t know 
that by now, they deserve 
what they get. 


99 
mae SS ee 
fore you left the NWA. Then, you 
went right on rulebreaking in the 
AWA and the WWC. But the 
most amazing thing of all is that 
you’re now in the WWF while still 
competing in those other areas; 
that’s really rare these days! And 
almost everybody thinks you used 
a foreign object to beat Greg 


Gagne for the TV title. You also 
knocked out Carlos Colon after 
feigning a sprained ankle, That’s 
not the Garvin I used to know. 


: Well, I like to collect titles, and 1 


wanted those belts—but I’m not 
trying to fool anybody, Everybody 
in wrestling knows that my main 
weapon is my hands, and if my 
opponents don’t know that by 
now, they deserve what they get. 
It's the same old story—I knock 
out people, they complain about it, 
I get blasted in the press, But I’ve 
never used a foreign object in my 
life, Bill. Why would I need an 
object to knock out Greg Gagne? 
Hey, my foes are just going to 
have to get used to it. I’m certainly 
not going to change my style be- 
cause a few guys can’t take it. 


; Are you upset over the way Gagne 


won the belt: back from you? 


: How can I be upset? First of all, 


they stripped me of my title three 
months after I won it from Verne’s 
darling boy. Next, he wins a flimsy 
countout decision and they just 
hand him the belt. Well, good for 
him, I hope he’s proud of himself. 
I knew that the AWA was 
Gagneland even before I came 
here, but I never knew things were 
quite this bad. It looks like all the 
federation officials care about is 
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When [fans] spend $15 for a 
ticket to see me, they know 
they’re not going to get any 
B.S. from me. But they are 
gonna see a fight. 
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protecting that little twerp. But 
that’s okay. I have new horizons 
I’m looking forward to. 

; Apparently, those new horizons are 
in the WWF. Why have you decid- 
ed to compete there? 

A: Well, everybody in this country is 
motivated by money, right? Money 
js the bottom line, pal. Anyone in 
any line of business moves on if he 
gets a better offer. As it turns out, 
Tye gotten a tremendous offer 
from the WWF, and I’d be crazy 
not to accept it. I’m ready to take 
on the best that they have there, 
and I’m convinced that I’m going 
to do well. 

Q: It’s going to be hard to top some 
of your past success, though. 
You’ve already held the NWA 
World championship, and you won 
it as a fan favorite. In your initial 
WWE appearances, you’ve wrestled 
scientifically against opponents like 
Greg Valentine. I’m a bit confused 
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by all this. 

A: Well, I’ve always been a fan favor- 
ite, basically. There are people who 
don’t always agree with the way I 
wrestle, but I think the majority of 
the fans like my style. When they 
spend $15 for a ticket to see me, 
they know they’re not going to get 
any B.S. from me. They’re not 
gonna get any ring entrance music, 
no smoke bombs, no strutting 
around. But they are gonna see a 
fight. 

Q: But WWF fans are commenting 
that they’re also not seeing much 
of your “hands of stone” during 
your early appearances there. 
You’ve been using a piledriver as 
your main finishing maneuver 
lately. 

A: Hey, my fists aren’t my only asset, 
you know! I’ve got a great pile- 
driver, a fabulous sleeper, and so 
many other holds in my repertoire 
that I can’t even count them. I’m a 
lot more than just a brawler, you 
know. 

Q: Certainly. You’re going to need ev- 
erything in your arsenal if the 
WWF title is one of your goals. To 
do that, you'll have to defeat Ran: 


Q: What? 


dy Savage. Have you ever wrestled 
him before? 


A: Yeah, a few years ago in the old 


ICW in Memphis. I could take him 
then, and I’m sure I can take him 
now. Don’t get me wrong, though. 
Savage is a great competitor, and 
he’s a great champion. He’s quite a 
man. But in any profession, if 
you've got a man’s number, you’ye 
got it for life. And I know in my 
heart that I’ve definitely got Say- 
age’s number. 


Q: What’s your opinion of Hulk Ho- 


gan? If you want to wrestle Sav- 
age, you may have to get past the 
“Hulkster”’ first. 


A: Hogan? I like the man, I really do. 


He’s been phenomenally successful. 
But as a wrestler, I think I can 
beat him, too. You know, my 
record is second to none in this 
sport. I beat Andre the Giant ... 
You defeated Andre? 
Where did this take place? 
A: Look it up in the record books, 
Bill. I beat Andre in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, in 1977. Of course, ev- 


Ronnie Garvin gets the worst of a lockup 
with Carlos Colon (top left). Greg Gagne 
executes a sunset flip on Garvin (below); 
Garvin lost the AWA TV title to Gagne at 
SuperClash Ill. 


Garvin is jubilant after winning the NWA World title in September 1987. Garvin, who now 


calls himself “‘Rugged Ron,” has won many important titles throughout his career. Now he 


has his eye on the WWF championships. 


erybody knows that Hogan defeat- 
ed that giant, too. So it would be 
very interesting to find out who 
can beat who. I’ll wrestle anybody, 
and I mean anybody. Fan fayorite, 
rulebreaker, I don’t care. I’m in 
this business for the money. 

Q: Speaking of money, there are sev- 
eral managers in the WWF who 
could probably help you line your 
pockets. There’s Slick, Bobby 
Heenan, and Jimmy Hart, among 
others. Would you consider using 
the services of any of these men? 

A: Not really. I’ve never been interest- 
ed in a manager. One of the main 
reasons I left the NWA is that af- 
ter I turned against Dusty Rhodes I 
had a bunch of those bloodsuckers 
asking me for favors. There’s no 
way I’d do that. 

Q: Terry Garvin, your older brother, 
works in the WWF front office. 
Could it be that you’ll get prefer- 
ential treatment from WWF offi- 
cials because of that? 


A: No way. To get title matches, you 
have to prove yourself in the ring. 
I don’t think it would help even if 
I was WWF President Jack Tun- 
ney’s son. I realize that I’ll have to 
earn WWE title shots, and it’s 
something I’ll have to do, because 
that’s where the money is. 

Q: Really? After that scam that you, 
Gary Hart, and J.J. Dillon pulled 
off in the NWA, it wouldn’t sur- 
prise me to see you make some 
payments to Terry in order to get 
ahead a little faster. 

: You don’t trust me like you used 
to, do you Bill? That’s okay, but I 
know that you know Terry, and 
you should realize he’s not the 
kind of a man to take a bribe. I 
want to get title shots the old-fash- 
ioned way—I’ll earn them. 

Q: Your other brother, Jimmy Garvin, 
is now wrestling in the ACW and 
World Class areas. He recently told 
me that he’d love to get some title 
matches against AWA World 


cg 
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It won’t be long before I win 
the World belt, the 
Intercontinental belt, I don’t 
care what. I just love 
collecting belts. 


99 

Se 
champion Jerry Lawler. Do you 
have any advice for him? 

: Not really. I don’t think he needs 
any advice at all. He’s his own 
man. A lot of people ask why I 
don’t tag with Jimmy anymore, 
but it’s got nothing to do with any 
family problems. I’m just not com- 
fortable as a tag team wrestler. I’m 
more interested in singles pursuits. 
T’ll always be Jimmy’s biggest sup- 
porter, regardless of where I am or 
who I’m wrestling. 

Q: But where will you be? Are you 

going to defend the Universal title? 

A: Sure. I won the belt, so I’m obli- 

gated to defend it. But right now, 
my main goal is to become one of 
the biggest stars in the WWF. I 
feel like I’m better now than I’ve 
ever been, and it won’t be long 
until I win the World belt, the In- 
tercontinental belt, I don’t care 
what. Like I said before, I just 
love collecting belts. oOo 
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‘Now We're Going 
To School!” 


HE PHONE RANG and Ric 

Flair stepped out of the shower 
in his downtown Atlanta apartment. 
To avoid staying in hotels whenev- 
er possible, the NWA World cham- 
pion has purchased several luxury 
condominiums around the country. 
This one, a spacious duplex with 
high ceilings, is located just minutes 
from both The Omni and the TBS 
broadcast studios. It is where Flair 
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By David Rosenbaum 


conducts a great deal of important 
business. 

On this weekend, however, Flair 
is at the apartment for a special 
reason: He is awaiting an important 
phone call. But, as he picks up the 
receiver, it’s obvious that this is not 
the call he’s been waiting for. 

“No, I gave at the office,” Flair 


shouted before slamming the phone 
back onto the hook. Then, as he 
turned to walk back to the bath- 
room, he looked over his shoulder 
at his guest, who had been waiting 
patiently for over an hour. “That's 
how you treat these lazy miscre- 
ants,” he said. “There’s nothing I 
hate worse than a beggar.” 

His words, however, seem 
strange when one considers how 


RIC 


FLAIR’S 
SECRET 


often Flair is, in fact, in the position 
of beggar: begging for mercy, that 
is, while under assault by a chal- 
lenger in control. And since Arn 
Anderson and Tully Blanchard left 
The Four Horsemen and the NWA 
in October, Flair has found himself 
begging more than ever; only J.J. 
Dillon and Barry Windham are 
available to save him, but too often 
they're somewhere else. 


It is a situation that must be dis- 
turbing to Flair. For over three 
years he managed to surround him- 
self with friends who were always 
at his disposal. Whenever Flair was 
on the verge of losing a bout, he 
could always depend on Dillon, An- 
derson, or Blanchard to save him. It 
was a cozy arrangement. Flair has 
remained champion for so long in 
large part because his opponents 


Mike Rotundo (above), 
Kevin Sullivan (left), and 
Steve Williams (below) 
comprise The Varsity 
Club. There are rumors 
they’ve had secret talks 
with Ric Flair (opposite 
page) who has been wres- 
tling former Varsity Club 
member Rick Steiner. 


are at a constant four-on-one 
disadvantage. 

Because Flair no longer has that 
luxury, he might have to look else- 
where for help. Indeed, strong ru- 
mors have circulated within NWA 
inner circles that Flair has met sev- 
eral times with Kevin Sullivan, lead- 
er of The Varsity Club. With three 
wrestling members, there's little 

(Continued on page 58) 
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Now Off The 
WWF Treadmill... ; 


DON MURACO IS 
pCNIFICENT AGAIN? 


LEVEN WEEKS IS a short time 

in the career of any professional 
athlete, For Don Muraco, however, 11 
weeks was all the time he needed to 
turn a floundering outlook for the fu- 
ture into a rejuvenated, promising ca- 
reer. Consider: 

September 29, 1988: Greg Valen- 
tine scores a wild victory over Don 
Muraco at the Miami Arena in Florida. 
Valentine removes the steel shin guard 
from his left leg and crashes it over 
Muraco’s head in order to gain the 
pin. 

December 9, 1988: Muraco, now 
out of the WWF and wrestling in the 
Stampede area, captures the North 


By Andy Rodriguez 


American championship from Makhan 
Singh in Medicine Hat, Alberta, Mura- 
co uses a small package to pin the 
380-pound giant’s shoulders to the 
mat. 

There's a world of difference be- 
tween the sunny climes of Miami and 
the cold, wintery bluster of Alberta. 
Yet it was in this most unlikely of 
settings that Muraco brought new life 
into a career that needed a boost, 

“It’s a new world in Stampede,” said 
a beaming Muraco after the title vic- 
tory. “I've only been in this federation 
for a few weeks, and I've already cap- 
tured one of the top titles in the sport. 
Back in the WWF, I wrestled the same 


opponents over and over and waited in 
vain for title shots. Yeah, Don Muraco 
is a champion again. It sounds so good 
just to be able to say it.” 

Muraco has proven that he is “Mag- 
nificent” again. No longer mired in the 
vast WWF talent pool, Muraco is ac- 
tive, vibrant, and looking forward to 
defending his championship with pride. 
To do it, he had to take stock of 
himself—and make the bold decision 
to leave the federation where he en- 
joyed his greatest success. 

“Actually, 1 wouldn’t have dreamed 
that leaving the WWF would be the 
best thing for me,” said Muraco, an 

(Continued on page 60) 


Four years after losing the Intercontinental title, Don Muraco was in a 
holding pattern in the WWF. After only a few weeks in Stampede, 
however, Muraco is wrestling better than ever—and now he’s captured 
the coveted North American title! 
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The telephone wires 
sizzle every month 
as two fop wrestlers 
voice their rage and 
hostility toward 
each other. This is 
the unedited 
transcript of their 
conversation, your 
chance fo see the 
raw emotion that 
results when two 
antagonists face off 
«ee One on One 


OOKING AT THE war currently 

raging between Dusty Rhodes and 
The Road Warriors, you would hardly 
think that, as recently as early October, 
Rhodes and the Warriors were friends— 
and co-holders of the NWA six-man tag 
team title. 

Tt fact, it was an October 7 defense of 
that title that was the impetus for the 
feud. Rhodes was unable to join Hawk 
and Animal in a match against Rick 
Steiner, Mike Rotundo, and Kevin Sulli- 
van, as he was making an appearance at 


a charity event; Sting took Rhodes’ place. “Dusty Rhodes ain’t scared of no one and I ain’t 
The Warriors dominated the bout, but backin’ down. You can punch out my eye, but you 
when Sting took the tag and captured can’t punch out my pride, brother.” 
Rotundo in a scorpion leglock, the War- —Dusty Rhodes 
riors violently attacked their partner. Cha- 
as ensued, Sting was carried out of the 
ring on a stretcher, and the Warriors had With all this turmoil, it comes as no spit in the other, and see 
served notice that they were rulebreakers surprise that Rhodes and Animal agreed which one gets filled up first. 
once again. so easily to square off ... “One on Pride’s not gonna do you a 
Then, on Novernber 26 at a TBS tap- One.” damn bit of good when 
ing in Atlanta, Rhodes responded to six DUSTY RHODES: you’re blind in both eyes 
weeks of innuendo and insult aimed his Lemme tell ya something, with 30 or 40 broken bones. 
way by the Warriors. Rhodes climbed “American Dream’? Dusty DR: Go ahead and try, brother, 
into the ring in street clothes and chal- Rhodes ain’t scared of no but it ain’t gonna work. No- 
lenged the Warriors. Animal and Hawk one, and I ain’t backin’ body’s gotten the ‘American 
responded. After a vicious double-teaming down. Like my forefathers, Dream” down yet, and no- 
attack, the Warriors made their move: and their forefathers, and ev- body’s goin’ to. There are 
Animal held Rhodes to the mat as Hawk erybody before them, the wrestlers, and there’s Dusty 
unscrewed a steel spike from his ring out- Rhodes family has great tra- Rhodes, there’s competitors, 
Jit and gouged at Rhodes’ right eye. dition. I might have less eye, and there’s Dusty Rhodes, 
Now, doctors are uncertain whether but I have more heart and there’s champions, and there’s 
Dusty will ever regain full sight in his eye, soul then you'll ever have. Dusty Rhodes, there’s - - - 
the Warriors are on a horrifying rampage You can punch out my eye, RWA: Cows, and then there’s pigs. 
of terror, and Rhodes has sworn revenge. but you can’t punch out my DR: Go ahead and say what you 
A one-on-one bout between Rhodes and pride, brother. want, Road Warrior Ani- 
Animal at the December 7 Clash of the ROAD WARRIOR ANIMAL; mule, but you ain’t never 
Champions saw Animal win by disqualifi- You. know something, gonna get the best of me. 
cation and claim the six-man title for him- Rhodes? You are dumber RWA: The best of you was left on 
self, Hawk, and a partner to be named than you look. You can put the floor of the barber shop 
later. all your pride in one hand, when you got that ridiculous 
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“You haven't got a gnat’s chance in hell of getting out 
of this war in one piece. You started it, and [me and 
Hawk are] gonna finish it.” 
—Road Warrior Animal 


DR: 
RWA: 


DR: 


RWA: 


DR: 


haircut of yours ... 
The voice of experience. 

but you know some- 
thing, blubber-butt? You’re 
so damn chummy with the 
fans, you have all this to say 
about pride and honor, but 
all you do is use people for 
yourself. At least me an’ 
Hawk never made any bones 
about it, we /ike using people 
and kicking butt. But we 
bailed your sorry can out of 
trouble more times than I 
can count... 
Probably no more than up to 
three or four. 
... and you didn’t have guts 
enough to show up for a 
match against Steiner, Rotun- 
do, and Sullivan. 
Don’t you go talking about 
guts, brother, when I’ve got 
more guts than you’ll ever 


RWA: 
DR: 


RWA: 


DR: 


RWA: 


have. I was doin’ somethin’ 
for charity that night, Special 
Olympics brother, kids who 
need a big brother ... 

Very big. 

... to help them out, some- 
thing you wouldn’t know 
about. Why I wasn’t there 
had nothin’ to do with guts, 
it had to to with priorities, 
helpin’ out the less fortunate, 
the crippled, the .. . 

I get the drift, Rhodes, 
you’re talkin’ about se/f-help. 
I’ve had enough of your 
wisecracks, Animule, if you 
wanna get it on right now, 
you tell me where to meet 
and [’ll be there. 

Just like you were there for 
the six-man title match? 
Thanks, but I want to make 
sure you actually show up 
for a change. I’ choose the 


RWA: 


DR: 


RWA: 


time, J’ll choose the place, 
and J’ll kick your sorry butt 
from Atlanta to Philadelphia 
to Los Angeles and back 
again, not an easy feat con- 
sidering the size of that butt. 
Now let me tell you one 
thing, Animule, you can say 
what you want about my 
size, you can say what you 
want about the way I wrestle, 
but don’t you ever accuse me 
of backin’ down to nothin’. 
T’ve been in this sport for 20 
years, and I ain’t never 
backed down to no one. You 
and Hawk can go on talkin’ 
out of your butts, but this is 
one man with plenty of 
pride. I been chasin’ people 
like you my entire life, and 
by the time I’m through, 
you’re gonna be just like the 
rest: beaten and hurt. 

In your dreams, tubby. Me 
and Hawk, we snack on dan- 
ger and we dine on death, 
and we take that motto seri- 
ously. That’s why we’ve been 
named Tag Team of the 
Year four times, and that’s 
why you haven’t got a gnat’s 
chance in hell of getting out 
of this war in one piece. You 
started it, Rhodes, and we’re 
gonna finish it. 

You gonna finish nothin’, 
boy. You tried to do a num- 
ber on my man Sting, but he 
bounced right back, just like 
he always does. You stole the 
belts from Stan Lane and 
Bobby Eaton, but they’re 
gonna get them right back 
once they’re done with Paul 
E. Dangerously’s imposters. 
You turned your back on the 
fans, but they don’t care, be- 
cause they got plenty of men, 
like me and Sting and Lex, 
that’ll always stay right with 
them. You guys are alone, 


and alone is the loneliest 
place to be. Take that, 
sucker. 


Lonely? Maybe. Maybe not. 
But we’re meaner than you’ll 
ever see. And you ain’t 
gonna be seeing for much 
longer, Rhodes. Say goodbye 
to your health. And while 
you’re at it, say goodbye to 
your sight, too. Your career 
is about to end, and it’ll be a 
pleasure for us to end it for 
you. Oo 
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Akeem was taken a lot more seriously as a 
wrestler when he was known as One Man 
Gang, writes Richard Mayhew, who is no 
fan of the WWF. 


Other wrestlers have come to the 
WWF looking for the big time and got 
nowhere: D.J. Peterson, Brad 
Rheingans, Dick Slater, Scott Casey, 
and many others. You have to give 
Slater and Bam Bam Bigelow credit: 
They had the brains to move on to 
other federations before Vince McMa- 
hon and the WWF curse ruined their 
careers. 

RICHARD MAYHEW 
Clearville, PA 


DR. DEATH’S LOSS... 

I admired the way Steve Williams 
turned against his ‘beloved’? fans. 
And another thing: I can’t imagine 
why it took so long for him to finally 
succumb to Kevin Sullivan’s money. 
52 


SINCERELY YOURS 


(Continued from page 7) 


Unlike lowlife scum such as Barry 
Windham, Ronnie Garvin, and The 
Road Warriors, who turned against 
their partners during very important 
matches, Williams showed many of us 
that he still has true wrestling spirit. 
He didn’t wait to team up with any of 
those fan favorites and then horribly 
betray them. Instead, he made his pub- 
lic announcement outside the ring that 
he had joined The Varsity Club. 

But, with Williams joining The Var- 
sity Club as a rulebreaker, his chances 
of getting title shots at Ric Flair, Barry 
Windham, Mike Rotundo, and The 
Road Warriors are remote. I guess the 
money he’s been offered by Sullivan is 
much better than the pride of owning 
a world title. It’s a pity. 

JASON BAHADUR 
Miami 


+. [IS STEINER’S LOSS, TOO 

Rick Steiner has just thrown his ca- 
reer away. Leaving The Varsity Club 
was the worst mistake he could have 
made. I know the man is not stupid, 
but he does act childish, and therefore 
needed the guidance of Kevin Sullivan. 

In The Varsity Club, Steiner had a 
superb tag team partner in Mike Ro- 
tundo, a shrewd manager in Kevin 
Sullivan, and, most importantly, the 
opportunity to learn from two masters 
of the game. 

Had Steiner not acted like an infant 
and listened to the advice offered by 
Rotundo and Sullivan, he might have 
evolved into a grappler who could win 
championships on his own. Instead, 
Steiner was more concerned with see- 
ing Sullivan in a Michigan jacket and 
making fun of Rotundo and his alma 
mater, Syracuse University. Not sur- 
prisingly, he was kicked out of The 
Varsity Club. 

It now looks like Steiner will be 


learning his lessons the hard way as he- 


embarks on a series of title’ matches 
against Rotundo. Rotundo has met 
and defeated ‘many opponents who 
were more skilled than Steiner. Steiner 
has always had somebody in his cor- 


ner. Without guidance, Steiner will be 

as helpless as the infant he chooses to 
act like. 

A word of advice to Steiner: Find a 

knowledgeable manager and grow up! 

RICK HOLMES 

Franklin, MA 


DUMP GORDON 

I think it is an outrage that Randy 
Gordon was chosen Chairman of the 
New York State Athletic Commission. 
As a past editor of your family of 
magazines (and former “Behind The 
Dressing Room Door’? columnist), he 
pulled cruel jokes on wrestlers he did 
not like and admitted to affecting the 
outcome of at least one match, Chair- 
man of the New York State Athletic 

Commission? Be serious! 
DAVID MOTS 
Honolulu 


(Continued on page 54) 


| MOVING? | 


Kindly give us 8 weeks 
advance notice | 
] Are you moving? If so, please give us 8] 
I weeks advance notice so we can continue to 
service your subscription promptly. Check the | 
| magazine(s) listed below you subscribe to: | 
(C THE WRESTLER 
| © INSIDE WRESTLING 
(© SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 
|G PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
| © WRESTLING 89/WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS 


STATE iP 


STATE ZP 


TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
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THIS MONTH IN... 


SuperClash SuperControversy! Were 
they right to stop the JERRY LAWLER- 
KERRY VON ERICH bout? 


Hulkamania runs wild again! Can 
RANDY SAVAGE stop the onslaught of 
HULK HOGAN? 


PLUS... 
Giant failure! It’s all over for ANDRE 
THE GIANT... NWA power struggle: 
THE ROAD WARRIORS vs. STING and 
LEX LUGER . .. THE BRITISH 
BULLDOGS’ triumphant return to 
Stampede... “Q & A” interview with 
MIKE ROTUNDO.. . “Spotlight” on 
THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 


All this and much more... 
in the April 1989 issue of 
The Wrestler 


ON SALE NOW! 


festline 


ILLUSTRATED J} 


Has RANDY SAVAGE signed to wrestle 
HULK HOGAN at WrestleMania V? 


Revealed at last! The men who made 
PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY 
so dangerous! 


PLUS... 
TED TURNER buys the NWA—What 
does it mean for wrestling? .. . FULL- 
COLOR centerfold plus career bio of 
RICK STEINER .. . An exclusive “Press 
Conference” with DON MURACO... 
“The PWIPoll” and “Media Review” 


All this and much more . . . in the April 
1989 issue of Pro Wrestling Ilustratede 


ON SALE NOW! 


COCAINE. THE BIG LIE. 
CALL 1-800-662-HEL! 


‘A public service of the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse and the Office for Substance 
‘Abuse Prevention. 


WILL YOUR 
BANK 


GIVE YOU 
ONE OF THESE? 


wee 
VISA 
ees] 


OURS WILL, 
GUARANTEED. 


Call Toll Free 
for FREE Application 
1-800-635-4382 


or write to: 


SEABOARD FINANCIAL 


SERVICES 
2100 Mediterranean Ave. + Suite 43 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 


SINCERELY YOURS 


(Continued from page 52) 
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STING: TARGET 1990 

“Sting is the best young wrestler to- 
day.”” We’ve heard that statement a 
million times before, but it’s true. 
Whoever wrote the article about how 
Sting won’t defeat Barry Windham 
(10 Reasons Why Sting Cannot De- 
feat Barry Windham,” January 1989) 
better step back and look at what Sting 
has accomplished in his three years as 
a pro, especially this past year. 

Sting won the Crockett Cup with 
Lex Luger, took Ric Flair to a 45- 
minute draw on March 27, and im- 
proves and widens his skills every day. 

The best part about it is that he is 
eager to learn more! Sting is the kind 
of individual who listens to advice and 
tries to make himself a better person 
because of it. 

It’s just a matter of time before he 
becomes. a champion. My prediction is 
that Sting will be the wrestler of the 
790s, just as Flair is the wrestler of the 
780s. 

DANIELLE BRAWN 
Massillon, OH 


PATRIOTIC SLAUGHTER 

If Sgt. Slaughter spent more time 
concentrating on wrestling and less 
time defending the United States, may- 


Pe 
Sgt. Slaughter should concentrate more on 
pure wrestling than on worrying about de- 
fending America. That's the opinion of Tim 
Leonard, who thinks the Sarge would have 
a major title if he just wrestled. 


Sting gets ready to press-slam Barry Wind- 
ham, who has so far held off Sting’s at- 
tempts to win the U.S. title. Reader Danielle 
Brawn predicts that Sting will be the domi- 
nant wrestler of the 1990s. 


be he’d have a major title by this time. 
Instead, he’s more worried about The 
Iron Sheik, Col. DeBeers, and Sheik 
Adnan Al-Kaissie, three men who have 
nothing to do with any world title. 

I love my country, but I’m content 
having the U.S. Army and good men 
like Ronald Reagan and George Bush 
defending this great nation. Slaughter 
says he’s “‘back to answer America’s 
call’ (“Hotseat,” February 1989), but 
I didn’t hear anybody calling him. 

I have one message for the Sarge: 
Stop waving the flag and start wres- 
tling. That way, you won’t have to 

(Continued on page 56) 
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The year-end issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
are always the most anticipated wrestling 
magazines of the year. And the 1986, 1987, and 
1988 issues made publishing history. Each issue 
isa full 100 pages packed with color and the year- 
end features PW/ readers have come to expect. 
We have limited supplies of these newsstand sell- 
outs, so don't be disappointed twice, Order your 

- copies today. Only $5.00 each. 
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SINCERELY YOURS 
(Continued from page 54) 


worry about getting attacked by The 

Iron Sheik, DeBeers, and Al-Kaissie 
after your matches, 

TIM LEONARD 

Chicago 


THE SUIT FITS 

First off, congratulations are in or- 
der to Jerry “The King” Lawler for 
winning the AWA and World Class 
titles. 

I am responding to the article in 
your February 1989 issue (‘‘Jerry 
Lawler’s Warning To Inside Wrestling: 
‘If Ronnie Garvin Wins My AWA Ti- 
tle—I’ll Sue You!’ ”). Editor-in-Chief 
Stu Saks had no right to print that 
story. Lawler’s privacy was invaded. If 
a magazine cost me something I 
worked 15 years for, I’d sue, too! 

MICHAEL PALDINO 
New Milford, NJ 


GET RIDDA BLOWHARDS! 

If it wasn’t enough that we have to 
listen to those two blowhards Paul EB. 
Dangerously and Jim Cornette mouth- 
ing off on TV, now we have to be 
treated to their ‘‘words of wisdom”? in 
your otherwise fine magazine (‘‘One 


on One,” February 1989). 

I never liked Dangerously and Corn- 
ette, and I’m not about to take sides 
just because they’re fighting each oth- 
er. It’s too bad that two great teams 
like the two versions of The Midnight 
Express have to get involved in this 
stupid feud over who is the real Mid- 
night Express. I’m sure neither team 
really cares. They would probably 
rather wrestle The Road Warriors or 
The Fantastics for a tag team title. 

Unfortunately, that’s just the way 
things are in pro wrestling. Managers 
have too much control over the men 
they manage; they can use them to 
fight their own battles. If Dangerously 
and Cornette hate each other so much, 
why don’t they get in the ring and 
wrestle each other? That would settle 
everything without getting these two 
teams involved, 

Better yet, maybe Dangerously and 
Cornette could wrestle and seriously in- 
jure each other. That way, we’d never 
have to listen to them again. I’m one 
person who thinks’ wrestling would be 
a much better sport without them. 

JOSHUA BELL 
Harrisburg, PAL) 


If Jim Comette and Paul E. Dangerously don’t like one another, writes reader Joshua Bell, 
they should wrestle each other instead of involving the men they manage. 


BACK ISSUES OF =a 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 


August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano, 
September 1980/Siories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling I, Morales. 

vanuary 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Storis include: Zs 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling I 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling I. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs, 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas, 

‘August 1981/Stories include: DiBlase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race, 

Apiil 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana, 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich, 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper, 

duly 1982/Stores include: Fic, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 


‘August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
‘October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog, 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel, 

February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
‘Winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala, 


April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, T- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy, 
May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Fhodes, Orndorff, 
dune 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre, 
duly 1989/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 
‘August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street, 
September 1989/Stories include; Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos, 
October 1989/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 
November 1983/Stories include 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki, 
December 1983/Stories include; Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors, 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers, 
April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes, 
May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong, 
duly 1984/Stories Include: Rich, ily 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich, 

just 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street, 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack, 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A,, Bundy, 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody, 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat, 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Kolotts, 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude, 
‘April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams Flair, Tonga & Snuka, 


‘May 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 


July 1985/Stories include; Junkyard 
‘Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine, 


August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SE 


TION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 


Shelk & Volkoff, McGraw. 

‘September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel, 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&A Express, Von Erichs, 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino, 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen, 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel, 

‘April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A, 
May 1986/Stories include} Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hilbilies, 
dune 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories inolude: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan, 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody, 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham, 
November1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich, 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, 
vanuary 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Bore & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberis, 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat, 


delay—order today! 


April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&A Express, 
May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
dune 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch, 
July 1987/Stories include: Comette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
tember 1987/Stories include: Ko- 

, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBlase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 

March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 
Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
Also: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 
May 1986/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

dune 1988/Stories Include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1986/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, MeMahon, Rich, 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
‘Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 

‘September 1988/Siories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
‘October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody, 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin. 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
riors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigolow-Gordy, 
‘March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigslow-Windham. 
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doubt The Varsity Club is the stron- 
gest cooperative in the NWA. With 
a fourth, it would be even stronger. 

With Flair, it would be absolutely 
devastating. 


Tommy Young asks Steiner if he’s ready to submit to Flair’s armbar (above); notice Flair 
holding the rope for leverage. Flair begs Steiner to back off (below). With his title defenses 
becoming more difficult, Flair may be looking for help outside the Horsemen. 
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RIC FLAIR 


(Continued from page 47) 


Flair, however, denies he has 
contacted the Club. He also doesn’t 
feel The Varsity Club is stronger 
than the Horsemen. But, as he sat 
on his imported leather couch with 


a towel wrapped around his waist 
and his platinum blond hair slowly 
drying, Flair gave the impression of 
a man who has become frustrated. 

“Listen, The Four Horsemen still 
have it all,” Flair said. “I'm the 
World champion and Barry's the 
US. champ. The only thing we 
don't have are the tag belts; and 
that’s only because me and Barry 
don’t have the time to go after 
those, too. We're like a tree that’s 
been pruned, but we’re still healthy 
as ever. But I must admit, defend- 
ing the belt has become a grind. It 
gets tougher every year.” 

Nevertheless, Flair hasn't lost any 
of his substantial talent. His pinfall 
victory over Lex Luger at Starreade 
"88, though controversial, will long 
be remembered as one of the 
greatest and most important of his 
career. Luger is considered by 
many to be the future of profession- 
al wrestling, the heir apparent to 
Flair’s throne. Flair’s ability to hold 
him off once again under such in- 
tense conditions was one of the big- 
gest surprises of 1988. 

But Flair’s victory, which proved 
that he has aged very well and lost 
little of his ability, makes him even 
more attractive to Sullivan. The 


Steiner executes a spinning toehold on 
Flair. Would the “Nature Boy” ever leave 
The Four Horsemen for The Varsity Club? 


Varsity Club leader has made little 
secret of the fact that he is willing 
to spare no expense to build a solid 
organization. Signing Steve Williams 
was a tremendous coup, even 
though it meant losing Rick Steiner. 
Acquiring Flair would be the equiv- 
alent of the Los Angeles Kings trad- 
ing for Wayne Gretzky. 

“I think that’s a proper analogy,” 
Flair said with great pride. “I am to 
wrestling what Gretzky is to hock- 
ey, what Magic Johnson is to bas- 
ketball. But I’m staying put. I go 
where | want, and where I want to 
be is with The Four Horsemen.” 

At that moment, the phone rang 
once again. Flair quickly picked it 
up and spoke quietly into the re- 
ceiver. It was impossible to figure 
out who Flair was talking to, or 
what they were talking about, but it 
was clear the conversation was of 
great importance. Midway through 
the conversation, Flair was heard to 
utter the words “$1-million” and, 
later, “only if you make me some 
guarantees,” 

Finally, after nearly a half hour, 
Flair hung up the phone. “Sorry to 
keep you,” he said, “but that’s the 
phone call I've been waiting for. 
We might be on the verge of see- 
ing quite a bit of change in the 
NWA.” 

This time, when asked if the call 
was from Sullivan, Flair responded 
with a strong “no comment.” When 
asked if he were about to join The 
Varsity Club, Flair's response was 
cryptically notable: 

“They do a lot of things I like,” 
he said. “I like the way Sullivan 
runs his organization, and | like 
Rotundo’s attitude. I’m not sure I 
trust Doc [Steve Williams], but one 
thing’s for sure: He’s a hell of a 
wrestler. I'd be proud to be part of 
an organization like that. They've 
really got it on the ball.” 

Finally, Flair got up to leave. “It's 
time to go,” he said. 

And where was he going? 

“We're going to school, baby. 
Whooooo!” he said as he closed 
the door behind him. Oo 


“For Today's 
Wrestling Fan” 


The magazine that 
explodes with color! 


Wrestling 39 
Now On Sale 


®@ 16 pages of color 
@ Printed on coated slick paper 
® Sting’s New Year's Resolution— 
Destroy The Road Warriors, Barry 
‘Windham, and Ric Flair! 
® Mouth vs. Mouth! Jim Comette 
and Paul E, Dangerously Lead 
Their Teams Into Battle 
@ Why Elizabeth Will Cause 
Another Hulk Hogan-Randy 
Savage War 
® Wrestling’s New Breed—More 
Power To Them, But Is That 
Enough? 
© Jerry Lawler in the “Crossfire” 
® Interview 89: “Dr. Death” Steve Williams 
© Full-color Private Side: Nikita Koloff 
© Official ratings in 14 categories 


Wrestling 89 


Packed With Color Photos Of Wrestling’s 
Biggest Stars! 


The Big Spring Issue—Now On Sale 
The Best Keeps Getting Better! 


18-year veteran. “After all, I was really 
successful there. But things were get- 
ting a little stale. I got tired of wres- 
tling Greg Valentine over and over 
again.” 

Muraco left the WWF in October 
and stepped up the conditioning pro- 
gram he had begun in the WWF sev- 
eral months earlier. By November, he 
had already become the top contender 
to Singh’s North American title. 

“Muraco is over the hill,” boasted 
Singh, who had held the North Ameri- 
can title since May 6, 1988, when he 
defeated Owen Hart. “The only reason 
he left the WWF in the first place is 
because he’s just an old, washed-up, 
shell of what he used to be. He hasn't 
held a title since 1984! I'll take him on 
and beat him in record time.” 

Singh talked a good game, but Mu- 
raco’s first match in Edmonton proved 
that “The Rock” was more than ready 
for his man. Despite suffering a cut 
forehead early in the match, Muraco 
battled back strongly. He had Singh 
pinned following a powerslam, but the 
referee opted to stop the match be- 
cause of Muraco’s excessive bleeding. 


MURACO vs. SINGH 


(Continued from page 49) 


Don Muraco whips Makhan Singh across the ring (above) and slams him (bottom left). 
Singh retaliates with a nervehold (below). Muraco beat Singh for the North American title. 


“Man, I'm glad I'm here,” said Mu- 
raco as bandages were being applied 
to his forehead after the brutal bout. 
“Tye already been promised a rematch 
in Medicine Hat. If I was still in the 
WWF, Id never know if I was a con- 
tender or anything. Title shots seemed 
to be picked out of a hat or some- 
thing. Now, I know I'm of champion- 


ship caliber.” 

In Medicine Hat, Muraco was ac- 
companied to the ring by Steve 
DiSalvo, the young bodybuilding sensa- 
tion who has battled Singh’s treachery 
many times in the past. 

“Hey, I just know that Vulkan Singh 
will be at ringside,” DiSalvo said before 
the title match. “Muraco and me hit it 
off from the day he first came here. 
I'm pledging my support to ‘The Rock’ 
in this match, There’s no way Vulkan 
Singh will interfere with me around.” 

Vulkan Singh was in the comer for 
Makhan, and DiSalvo seconded Mura- 
co to the ring. In the end, it was 
DiSalvo who would prove to be the 
difference. A battered Muraco was 
slumped in the ring comer as Singh 
prepared to splash him. But as Singh 
headed toward Muraco, DiSalvo pulled 
Muraco out of the comer, sending the 
burly giant crashing into the ringpost. 
Muraco rolled up Singh for the victory 
and the title. 

“This is one of the greatest days of 
my career,” said Muraco as he held his 
belt aloft for all to see. “If I was still in 
the WWF, Id be wrestling Valentine 


and Dino Bravo all the time, going 
nowhere fast. Now, I really believe that 
there isn’t another wrestler in the 
world who can beat me.” 

“Muraco’s victory was outright rule- 
breaking, pure and simple,” com- 
plained Singh, himself one of the most 
vicious men in Canada. “He'll have to 
give me all the title shots I want after 
the way DiSalvo sabotaged me.” 

“He sure is a big baby for such a 
big guy,” retorted Muraco. “He'll get 
his title matches—but defending 


against that big slob isn’t the only 
thing I have to do. I've got the whole 
world ahead of me now.” 

Indeed, there’s little resemblance be- 
tween the WWF Muraco and the 
champion who now rules Stampede. 


Singh wins a test of strength to gain a tem- 
porary advantage. To his surprise and de- 
light, Muraco was given a title shot soon 
after leaving the WWF. 


He’s already established himself as one 
of the biggest stars in Canada, and 
he’s not about to look back now. 
“Look, I did great in the WWF,” he 
said. “I had two Intercontinental title 
reigns, and 'm very proud of that. But 
today I feel like 10 years have been 
lifted off my shoulders. 'm gonna de- 
fend this North American belt, and 'm 
gonna challenge Jerry Lawler for his 
AWA and World Class belts, too. 
Wouldn't that be  something—'The 
Rock’ holding three belts at once!” 
The way Muraco has been wrestling, 
it wouldn’t be very surprising at all. 
After all, he is “Magnificent.” Oo 
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DRESSING ROOM DOOR 


(Continued from page 10) 


When Hulk Hogan swept Elizabeth up in his arms at the Survivor Series, he made Randy 
Savage extremely. angry. No matter what happens between Hogan and Savage, Dave 
Rosenbaum thinks both men are terrible role models for children. 


els for so many young children. 
The WWE perpetuates this image 
by using Hogan and Savage as 
merchandising tools, the height of 
irresponsibility. 

There are so many things 
wrong with these two men. Hogan 
is an egotistical backstabber who 
doesn’t hestitate to claw at Eliza- 
beth on national TV, even though 
his wife and daughter might be 
home watching. Everybody in the 
world knows that Hogan is mar- 
ried with child; isn’t he concerned 
about his image? Why does he 
ask Elizabeth to kiss him, albeit 
on the cheek? 

Of course Hogan, though no 
longer champion, insists on steal- 
ing the spotlight at every opportu- 
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nity. And more: Hogan speaks 
nonsense (he’s incoherent half 
the time), has two moves in his 
entire wrestling repertoire, couldn’t 
care less about the fans, uses 
them for his own means, inter- 
feres in matches, accuses his op- 
ponents of doing the same thing, 
and can’t maintain a friendship for 
more than six months at a time. 

As for Savage, let’s give him 
his due as an outstanding wrestler 
with a brilliant repertoire and un- 
paralleled determination. There 
should be more competitors like 
him in this sport; wrestling would 
be much more exciting. 

Savage, however, seems to 
think the world is out to get him, 
is overprotective of Elizabeth (he 


was once extremely mean to her), 
doesn’t hesitate to, use foreign ob- 
jects, and would cripple a man if 
it meant winning a title or protect- 
ing his beautiful manager. Like 
Hogan, he’s virtually incoherent 
(what the heck is he saying half 
the time?) and unable to maintain 
a friendship (go ahead, name his 
tag team partners). 

Well, I’m glad Hogan and Sav- 
age are wrestling each other. If 
ever two wrestlers were made for 
each other, here they are. Maybe 
they'll end each other's careers 
for good and we won't have to 
suffer through their constipated 
babbling anymore. 

Where are Bruno and Backlund 
when we need them? We need a 
real WWF World champion, 
someone children can look up to. 
Someone adults can listen to and 
respect. The Hogan/Savage years 
are getting very tiresome. 

The Honky Tonk Man, who 
seems to have become bored in 
the WWF, desperately needs a 
change of surroundings. Wrestling 
The Ultimate Warrior every night 
can become nervewracking. Hon- 
ky Tonk made the serious mis- 
take of issuing an open challenge 
at SummerSlam 88—a mistake 
that Jimmy Hart should've talked 
him out of—and lost the I-C belt 
because he was attacked before 
the bell. He’s paid for it ever 
since. 

The Warrior, by the way, is an- 
other example of negative WWF 
role models. This overblown mus- 
cleman can barely speak a word 
of English, and is, in fact, a poor- 
er wrestler than Hogan. Other 
negative WWF role models who 
are fan favorites include Hacksaw 
Duggan (because of his constant 
interference with his wooden 2x4) 
and Jake Roberts (using his pet 
snake Damien to intimidate and 
frighten). 


BACK ISSUES 0 =a 


restlin 


ILLUSTRATED 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PWIthe 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 


Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
‘winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 

August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 

January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund, 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Om- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 

July 1983/COLOR PINUP: ivan Koloff, 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


¥ Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 
November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race, 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: We- 
hoo McDaniel, Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 
January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Hick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 
February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
er Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah, 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wresting lI, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 
July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 
‘August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 
October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong, 
November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sat. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana, Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A, Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes, 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 

July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel 

September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports, 

‘October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Omdorff, Wiliams & DiBiase. 
January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
Saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 

April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
fendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons, 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 

dogs, Hansen vs, Martel. 

June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich, Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 

July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 

‘August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs, 
Race, Bianchard vs. Flair, Rude, 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd, Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Fair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Am-Ole, 


December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham: 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs 
TA., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Omdortt. 

‘April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 


HULK v:, ANDRE? 
Tae WH Bact FoR ALL-OUT 
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MAY 1987 


May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Toumy, Al 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
gan, Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall, 

July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers, Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting, 

August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious, Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs, Steamboat, NWA & WWE. 
November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 


George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
1 Harts, Hogan, Windham. 


January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 
April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 
May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An= 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Comette, 
‘Owen Hart. 
June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 
July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Bestcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawier, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich, 
October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawier, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club’ 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 
December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
Saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious, 
January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 
February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
joberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 
Von, Beefcake Bass 
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5. According to next-day reports 
of the match, Luger is: (a) 15 min- 
utes away from winning the title; 
(b)a match away from winning 
the title; (c) has already won the 
title in a parallel universe; (d)a 
large but unspecified amount of 
time away from winning the title. 

Luger has run out of excuses at 
the same time critics and fans 
have run out of patience. Consid- 
er Luger’s brief career: 

As a natural muscleman, he is 
given extensive mind-control and 
martial arts training by Hiro 
Matsuda, an acknowledged mas- 
ter of oriental self-defense. He 
leaves Matsuda and hires Bob 
Roop, a solid pro and former am- 
ateur great, as his trainer. From 
there he is taken into the fold of 
The Four Horsemen, where he is 
able to tap the minds of four of 
wrestling’s greatest _ strategists. 
Name one other wrestler who has 
been given such versatile training. 
Still, though his swagger remains 
and his ego flies unchecked, 
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THE INSIDER 
(Continued from page 16) 


Luger has been unable to parlay 
them into the NWA World title. 

Flair is a brilliant coward; Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson 
were (and are) burly mercenaries; 
Barry Windham remains a pan- 
dering twit. But Luger’s dominant 
physical traits, vast wrestling edu- 
cation, and numerous opportuni- 
ties, combined with a fierce inabil- 
ity to win the NWA title, make 
him, of all the Horsemen past and 
present, a pitiful gelding. 

e 


Over to the lighter side: New 
York Newsday recently featured a 
story on 51-year-old cab driver Ed- 
die Coyle, who, after 18 years of 
marriage and five children, decid- 
ed he’d be happier spinning out 
the rest of his years as a woman. 
“It was a madness that was driv- 
ing me insane,” Coyle says, re- 
garding the impulses that forced 
him to secretly dress in female 
clothing most of his life. “It was 
difficult to actually go through with 
it, but I’m much happier now,” a 


Baron Von Raschke (left), Ronnie Garvin (center), and Jerry Lawler (right) have all dressed as women to 
trick their opponents. Eliner wonders if these men didn’t have other intentions. 


less-hairier Liz Coyle reports since 
undergoing the operation that 
changed his gender. 

An interesting story. An endear- 
ing, you-never-know-where-life-will- 
take-you kind of story. It got me to 
thinking: 

Who among today’s top male 
grapplers would be happier as a 
woman? 

The three most obvious candi- 
dates, of course, are Jerry Lawler, 
Ronnie Garvin, and Baron Von 
Raschke, all seen on this page 
indulging their unusual fantasies. 
Could it be all three would prefer 
lives as former men? 

Satisfying my own curiosity, | 
had a staff artist render a rough 
drawing of Dusty Rhodes dressed 
in a pink camisole and matching 
go-go boots. | showed the offend- 
ing picture to the unmistakably 
masculine Al Perez, who re- 
marked, ‘‘It’s enough to send a 
sinner back to church.” 

In the interests of good taste, | 
then set fire to the drawing. 
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Gees BACK ISSUES OF EEE 


Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 
Vin, Ladd, Rhodes, 

February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 
Spoiler, Brisoo. 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre, 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling I, 
Super D. 

vanuary 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 
Thomton, Keirn, 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 
Slater, Piper. 


December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin, 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
‘winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 


‘sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich, 
March 1984/Starrcade ’83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards, 

‘April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
‘Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorft 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
‘The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 


February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
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December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 
March 1986/Starrcade ’85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 


January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
TA, career, Arcidi, Hogan. 
February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 in Pictures, Tully & 
Amn, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
tne NWANeR York asin, 


September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, _| June 1984/Windham-Flair, Gilbert, Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastatin }988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog, —_}| Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta, Holds, Hall & Hennig. : Pomare Express, Hayes, Dusty Fier 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Ouggan, Blan —_| June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight | August 198@/Luger and Sting win 
‘Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. |} chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. Express, Freebirds, Batlle of Belts Il, Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, ‘August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- Boys, Ultimate Warrior, 


Patera, Steele, Andre. 

March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steelo, Flair, Hayes. 

April 1982/Spoller, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
rales, Super B, Ladd. 

May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
star, Dillon, Wrestling I, 

June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
‘Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 

July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera. 

‘August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich, 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras, 

December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Fiair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine; Patera, Brisco, 'Bockwinkel 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

April 1989/Backund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans, 

May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 

June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba, 

July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Vaientine, Mulli- 
‘gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund, 


Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards, 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bow! card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Fiair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sulllvan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno ur., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Startcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school, 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 ih Pic- 
tures, Blair, 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Flalr, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas, 
dune 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1986/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka, 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Omdort, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions Il 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdortf, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A,, Warriors. 
November 1986/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage, 


duly 1986/0mdort Pipe, Blanchard 
TA, Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling I. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny, 
October 1986/Omdort!, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams, 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers, 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Joumey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook, 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atias, Wiliams, Tatum. 
April 1987/1988 in Pitures, Kevin Von, 
ir, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 


mber 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 
October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting, Taylor, Koloff, Hot Young Lions. 
November 1986/R&R Express, Honky 
Tonk, Von Erichs, Great American Bash, 
December 1988/Warriors, Samoan 
SWAT Team, Hart, Andra, Presidential 
Wrestlers. 
January 1989/Jal Rude, 
Sting, Lawler, Flair, Savage's career. 
February 1989/The Champions in '89, 
Duggan, Roberts, 1989 datebook 
March 1989/1988 IN Pictures, Taylor, 
Simmons, Wrestlers Then & Now. 


June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston. 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 


tember 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
ita, Sommer Feude, charly shows: 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Gondrey. 
December 1987/Grappling Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
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@SUPER DEAL 
ON THE 
SUPERGARDS! 


PWI 
Sept. 1986 


Sept. 1988 


For the past three years, the September cover-dated 
“SuperCards” editions of Pro Wrestling lustrated 
have set new standards for wrestling journalism. 
Bonus pages, special 12-page color sections, and 
peerless analysis of the annual spring “SuperCards” 
make the September editions of PW true collectors’ 
items. We have limited supplies of these newsstand 
sellouts, and they're sure to go fast. Only $5.00 each. 
Order today! 
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ON ASSIGNMENT 


(Continued from page 18) 


wants to make of it,’ Steamboat 
said as we strolled around the 
gym. “‘It's a very ordered life. I'm 
very much in control. Not at all 
like being in the ring. Things can 
get crazy in there. 

“But I’m also a competitor; it’s 
in my blood. I’ve done a little act- 
ing, and that’s proven to be a 
great challenge, bit there is noth- 
ing like battle in the ring—espe- 
cially against someone like Flair. 
I'm in top condition. | work out 
every day, a blend of weightlifting, 
running, swimming, and biking. If 
Flair thinks I’m not ring sturdy, he 
should try training with my martial 
arts instructor, a ninth-degree 
black belt. One hour with him is 
more demanding than any wres- 
tling match Flair’s ever been in.” 

Even if Steamboat’s acting ca- 
Italian Stallion armlocks Arn Anderson. Liz 
Hunter thinks hard-working, unrecognized 


wrestlers like Stallion should get more shots 
at the big time. 


reer should lead him to an Acade- 
my Award, he will forever be re- 
membered for doing his best work 
inside a wrestling ring. Battles 
against Flair, Greg Valentine, and 
Randy Savage are already the 
stuff of wrestling legend. Steam- 
boat is often referred to as the 
greatest wrestler to never win 4 
world title. 

“I'd be lying if | said it didn’t 
bother me,” says the man who 
several times came within a hair’s 
breadth of defeating Flair. “Til 
watch wrestling on television and 
lll think about it. I’ll get those old 
urges, those gnawing feelings in 
my gut. You know, the feelings 
that say, ‘Get in there! You can 
do it!’ Then the talk comes up 
about a match with Flair and— 
well, | can’t deny that I’m thinking 
seriously about it! 

“This time the timing would be 
perfect. I’m in great shape, and 


Flair is ripe for the picking. | can 
see winning and defending the 
belt for a year, then going back to 
the gym and relaxing again, may- 
be do a little acting. | sure would 
like to win that belt.” 

Comfortably reclined into the re- 
cesses of his cushiony leather 
sofa, Steamboat looks the part of 
a movie star. Toned, tanned, and 
terrific is how any Hollywood 
agent would describe him. 

Imagine how terrific he’d look 
with a jeweled belt around his 
waist! 

e 

Memo to Ted Turner and Jim 
Crockett: Men like The Italian 
Stallion are the meat and potatos 
of your federation, tireless grap- 
plers who wrestle hard day in and 
day out. They have earned the 
opportunity to appear on major 
cards. Yet Stallion was excluded 
from the most recent Starrcade. 

“I go where the contracts tell 
me to go and wrestle hard for a 
win each and every night,” Stal- 
lion said. “I'm just glad to be 
here.” 

In this age of money-mongering 
prima donnas, a brief fling in the 
nationwide spotlight would go a 
long way to reward a work ethic 
sorely missing in most rings these 
days. 

e 

Last month’s column on Don 
Muraco’s move from the WWF to 
Stampede generated a lot of in- 
credulous mail. | give Muraco two 
months before he realizes the 
wilds of Canada is a poor substi- 
tute for the lights of Broadway, 
wrote one reader. Well, it took 
Muraco less than two weeks to 
make his bold move pay off. On 
December 9, the magnificent one 
defeated Makhan Singh to cap- 
ture the North American title. “I've 
rediscovered my value as a pro- 
fessional,” Muraco told me. 
“Wrestlers up here take the 
sport—not just their paycheck— 
seriously. It’s a pleasure to have a 
strap back around my waist.” 1 
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TOP 15 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 

WWF World champion 
2—RIC FLAIR 

NWA World champion 
3—JERRY LAWLER 

‘AWA World/WCCW champion 


NWA 


1—RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—BARRY WINDHAM 
263, Sweetwater, TX 
3—LEX LUGER 
268, Chicago, Ik 


AWA 


1—JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
2—GREG GAGNE 
220, Robbinsdale, MN 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 


WWF 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 
2—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
280, Queens, NY 
3—BAD NEWS BROWN 
280, New York, NY 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 

Last month: No. 1 Most Popular 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 

Last month: No. 2 Most Popular 
3—STING 

Last month: No. 3 Most Popular 


MOST HATED 


1—BIG BOSSMAN 

Last month: No. 1 Most Hated 
2—RIC FLAIR 

Last month: No, 3 Most Hated 
3—BARRY WINDHAM 

Last month: No. 4 Most Hated 


TAG TEAMS 
1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
NWA World tag team champions 
2—DEMOLITION 
WIWF World tag team champions 
3—PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND 
‘AWA World tag team champions 
4—STAN LANE & BOBBY EATON 
No. 2 contenders: NWA tag team title 


5—STEVE WILLIAMS & KEVIN SULLIVAN 


U.S. tag team champions 


4—BARRY WINDHAM 
U.S. heavyweight champion 
5—LEX LUGER 
No. 2 contender: NWA title 
6—HULK HOGAN 
No. 3 contender: WWF title 
7—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
WWF Intercontinental champ 


4—STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 
5—EDDIE GILBERT 

222, Lexington, TN 
6—BAM BAM BIGELOW 

368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
7—RICK STEINER 

248, Detroit, MI 


4—WAHOO McDANIEL 
280, Midland, TX 
5—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 
6—IRON SHEIK 
262, Teheran, Iran 
7—JEFF JARRETT 
200, Hendersonville, TN 


4—HULK HOGAN 

302, Venice Beach, CA 
5—BIG BOSSMAN 

348, Cobb County, GA 
6—ANDRE THE GIANT 

497, Grenoble, France 
7—THE HONKY TONK MAN 

255, Memphis, TN 


4—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

Last month: No. 6 Most Popular 
5—LEX LUGER 

Last month: No. 5 Most Popular 
6—RICK STEINER 

Last month: No. 7 Most Popular 
7—DUSTY RHODES 

Last month: No. 8 Most Popular 


4—ANDRE THE GIANT 

Last month: No. 2 Most Hated 
5—RICK RUDE 

Last month: No, 5 Most Hated 
6—BAD NEWS BROWN 

Last month: No. 13 Most Hated 
7—MIKE ROTUNDO 

Last month: No. 12 Most Hated 


6—THE WARLORD & THE BARBARIAN 
No. 1 contenders: WHF tag 


7—THE SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 


World Class tag team champi 


champions 
8—DENNIS CONDREY & RANDY ROSE 
No, 3 contenders: NWA tag team ttle 
‘9—THE BRITISH BULLDOGS 
‘Stampede Intemational tag team champs 
10—ROBERT FULLER & JIMMY GOLDEN 
CWA tag team champions 


8—STING 
No. 3 contender: NWA title 


9—KERRY VON ERICH 


No. 1 contender: AWA/WCCW titles 
14—DON MURACO 


10—BAD NEWS BROWN 
No. 2 contender: WWF title 

11—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
No. 1 contender: U.S. title 


8—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
9—JUNKYARD DOG 
305, Charlotte, NC 
10—MIKE ROTUNDO 
245, Syracuse, NY 
11—STEVE WILLIAMS 
265, Norman, OK 


8—COL. DeBEERS 
248, Cape Town, S. Africa 
9—DUTCH MANTEL 
224, Oil Trough, TX 
10—MANNY FERNANDEZ 
245, El Paso, TX 


11—ICEMAN PARSONS 
245, St. Louis, MO 


8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
9—TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NE 
10—KING HAKU 
270, Tonga 
11—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 


8—JAKE ROBERTS 


Last month: No. 10 Most Popular 


9—HACKSAW DUGGAN 


Last month: No. 4 Most Popular 


10—KERRY VON ERICH 


Last month: No. 9 Most Popular 


11—BAM BAM BIGELOW 


Last month: No. 15 Most Popular 


8—ROBERT FULLER 
Last month: unrated 


9—ICEMAN PARSONS 


Last month: No. 14 Most Hated 


10—STEVE WILLIAMS 


Last month: No. 8 Most Hated 


11—JERRY LAWLER 


Last month: No. 11 Most Popular 


team title 


12—RICK STEINER 


NWA TV champion 


13—ERIC EMBRY 


WCCW light heavyweight champ 


Stampede North American cham 


15—EDDIE GILBERT 


No. 4 contender: NWA title 


12—RON SIMMONS. 


260, Peny, GA 


13—DICK MURDOCH 


280, Waxahachie, TX 


14—KEVIN SULLIVAN 


252, Boston, MA 


15—AL PEREZ 


238, Tampa, FL 


12—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 


225, Winter Haven, FL 


13—RICK MORTON 


228, Memphis, TN 


14—TATSUMI FUJINAMI 


210, Tokyo, Japan 


15—MANDO GUERRERO 


225, Mexico City, Mexico 


12—TERRY TAYLOR 


225, Vero Beach, FL 


13—JAKE ROBERTS 


246, Stone Mountain, GA 


14—DINO BRAVO 


256, Montreal, Quebec 


15—RICK RUDE 


246, Robbinsdale, MN 


12—JEFF JARRETT 


Last month: No, 14 Most Popula 


13—HERCULES 


Last month: No, 12 Most Popula 


14—DON MURACO 


Last month: unrated 


15—SGT. SLAUGHTER 


Last month: No, 13 Most Popula 


12—KEVIN SULLIVAN 


Last month: No, 9 Most Hated 


13—COL. DeBEERS 


Last month: No. 11 Most Hated 


14—DINO BRAVO 


Last month: No, 10 Most Hated 


15—THE HONKY TONK MAN 


Last month: No. 7 Most Hated 


11—JERRY STUBBS & TONY ANTHONY 
‘No. 1 contenders: CWF tag team title 
12—JACQUES & RAYMOND ROUGEAU 
‘NG. 2 contenders: WWF tag team title 
13—THE HART FOUNDATION 
‘No. 4 contenders: WWF tag team title 
14—THE CUBAN COMMANDOS 
No, 1 contenders: Stampede tag team title 
15—THE RPMs 


‘No. 1 contenders: CWA tag team title 


ALL-CALIFORNIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING CHAMPION: 
CHAVO GUERRERO 
(September 23, 1988; from Jack Armstrong; Lancaster, CA) 
ALLCALIFORNIA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
PETER MAIVIA JR. & MANDO GUERR 
CRepener24 1388: tran te Los of scp; Viton, CA) 
ALLJAPAN ASIAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
‘TAKASHI KAWADA & SAMPSON FUYUKI 
(September 15, 1988; from Shinichi Nakano & Shunji Cakano; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALLJAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: JUMBO TSURUTA 
(April 14, 1988; from Bruiser Brody; Sendai, Japan) 
ALLJAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
JUMBO TSURUTA & YOSHIAKI YATSU 
(Uuly 31, 1988; from Stan Hansen & Tery Gordy; Hakodate, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN JR, HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MASANOBU FUCHI 
January 3, 1987; from Kuniaki Kobayashi; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALLAJIAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP: STAN HANSEN 
uly 27, 1988; from Genichiro Tenryu; Nagano, Japan) 
ALLJAPAN WOMEN’S WORLD CHAMPION: TITLE HELD UP 
(most recently held by Chigusa Nagoyo) 
ALLJAPAN WOMEN'S CHAMPION: MIKA KOMATSU 
{July 10, 1988; from Yumi Ogura; Edmonton, Alberta, Canada) 
ALL-JAPAN WOMEN’S WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
MIKA KOMATSU & YUMI OGURA 
(August 25, 1988; from Yumiko Hotta & Mitsuko Nishiwaki; Kawasaki, Japan) 
% AWATV CHAMPION: GREG GAGNE 
(December 13, 1988; from Ron Garvin; Chicago, IL) 
‘AWA WORLD WOMEN’S CHAMPION: WENDI RICHTER 
(November 26, 1988; from Madusa Miceli; Bloomington, MIN) 
‘AWA WORLD CHAMPION: JERRY LAWLER 
(May 9, 1988; from Curt Hennig; Memphis, TN) 
‘AWA WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND 
(March 19, 1988; from The Midnight Rockers; Las Vegas, NV) 
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH CHAMPION: JOHNNY SMITH 
(June 24, 1988; from Chris Benoit; Calgary, Alt 
CONTINENTAL HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION, TOM PRICHARD 
(October 3, 1988; tournament final over Tony Anthony; Birmingham, AL) 
CONTINENTAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
‘THE BULLET & BRAD ARMSTRONG 
(November 28, 1988; from Jerry Stubbs & Tony Anthony; Birmingham, AL) 
CONTINENTAL U.S. JR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: DAN DAVIS 
(November 2, 1988; from Ken Wayne; Harriman, TN) 
* CWA CHAMPION: SID VICIOUS 
(December 10, 1988; from Brian Lee; Memphis, TN) 
CWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: ROBERT FULLER & JIMMY GOLDEN 
(November 7, 1988; from Cactus Jack & Gary Young; Memphis, TN) 
* FLORIDA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING CHAMPION: MIKE GRAHAM 
(December 25, 1988; from The Terminator; Tampa, FL) 
FLORIDA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING JR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
‘TYREE PRIDE 
(September 24, 1988; from Denny Brown; Nassau, Bahamas) 
FLORIDA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
THE NASTY BOYS 
(November 5, 1988; from Johnny Ace & The Terminator; Nassau, Bahamas) 
IWGP CHAMPION: TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
une 24, 1988; over Riki Choshu; Osaka, Japan) 
IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
MASA SAITO & RIKI CHOSHU 
Gune 10, 1988; from Tatsumi Fujinami & Kengo Kimura; Hiroshima, Japan) 
IWGP JR, HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHIRO KOSHINAKA 
(une 24, 1988; from Owen Hart; Osaka, Japan) 
% NWASIX-MAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
‘THE ROAD WARRIORS & GENICHIRO TENRYU 
(December 7, 1988; via Animal's victory over Dusty Rhodes; Chattanooga, TN) 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


* NWATV CHAMPION: RICK STEINER 
(December 26, 1988; from Mike Rotundo; Norfolk, VA) 
NWA WORLD CHAMPION: RIC FLAIR 
(November 26, 1987; from Ronnie Garvin; Chicago, IL) 
NATIONAL WRESTLING FEDERATION CHAMPION: JULES STRONGBOW 
(by NWF officials’ decision) 
* PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAMPION: TOP GUN 
{December 25, 1988; from The Grappler; Portland, OR) 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST TAG TEAM CHAM! 7 


THE GRAPPLER & ABUGHDADIEN 
(October 29, 1988; from Steve Doll & Scott Peterson; Portiand, OR) 
PWF |: STAN HANSEN: 
uly 27, 1988; from Genichiro Tenryu; Nagano, Japan) 
PWF TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JUMBO TSURUTA & YOSHIAKI YATSU 
‘(August 30, 1988; from Genichiro Tenryu & Ashura Hara; Osaka, Japan) 
STAMPEDE NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPION: DON MURACO- 
(December 9, 1988; from Makhan Singh; Medicine Hat, Alberta) 
STAMPEDE INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
THE BRITISH BULLDOGS 
(December 7, 1988; from Jerry Morrow & The Cuban Assassin; Calgary, Alberta) 
U.S. CHAMPION: BARRY WINDHAM. 
(May 13, 1988; tournament final over Nikita Koloff; Houston, TX) 
U.S. TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: KEVIN. Lapoaltgt if STEVE WILLIAMS 
(December 26, 1988; from The Fantastics; Norfolk, V 
WESTERN STATES CHAMPION: LARRY PBYSZKO 
Ganuary 24, 1988; from Bary Windham; Uniondale, NY) 
%* WORLD CLASS CHAMPION: JERRY LAWLER 
(December 13, 1988; from Kerry Von Erich; Chicago, IL) 
WORLD CLASS LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: ERIC EMBRY 
(December 13, 1988; from Jeff Jarrett; Chicago, IL). 
WORLD CLASS TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 
(October 17, 1988; from Michael Hayes & Steve Cox; Ft. Worth, TX) 
WORLD CLASS TEXAS CHAMPION: ICEMAN PARSONS 
(August 5, 1988; from Kerry Von Erich, subbing for Kevin Von Erich; Dallas, TX) 


* * 


* 


* 


WWC CARIBBEAN CHAMPION: JASON THE 
(November 19, 1988; from TNT; Carolina, Puerto Rico) 
CARIBBEAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
MIGUEL PEREZ JR, & HURRICANE CASTILLO JR. 
(October 15, 1988; from Bobby Jaggers & Dan Kroffat; Bayamon; Puerto Rico) 
WWC JR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: EL PROPHET 
(November 16, 1988; from Invader III; Catayno, Puerto Rico) 
WWC NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPION: ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
Uanuary 30, 1988; from Miguel Perez Jr.; San Juan, Puerto Rico) 
WWC PUERTO RICAN CHAMPION: RICKY SANTANA 
(August 6, 1988; from Super Black San Juan, Puerto Rico) 
WWC TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: BART & BRAD BATTEN 
(November 12, 1988; from Ron & Chicky Starr; Caguas, Puerto Rico) 
> WWC UNIVERSAL CHAMPION: CARLOS COLON 
(December 18, 1988; from Ronnie Garvin; San Juan, Puerto Rico) 
WWC WOMEN'S CHAMPION: WEND!I RICHTER: 
uly 28, 1987; from Monster Ripper; Trinidad, West Indies) 
WWF INENTAL CHAMPION: THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
(August 29, 1988; from The Honky Tonk Man; New York, NY) 
WWF WORLD CHAMPION: RANDY SAVAGE 
(March 27, 1988; tournament final over Ted DiBiase; Atlantic City, NJ) 
WWF WORLD TAG TEAM PIONS: DEMOLITION 
(March 27, 1988; from Rick Martel & Tito Santana; Atlantic City, NJ) 
WWF WOMEN’S CHAMPION: ROCKIN’ ROBIN 
(October 7, 1988; from Sherri Martel; Paris, France) 
WWF WOMEN’S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: LELANI KAI & JUDY MARTIN 
une 8, 1988; from The Jumping Bomb Angels; Omiya City, Japan) 


Blgst From une Past 


This Month In Wrestling History 


“THE SECOND ASCENT OF THE LONDOS LEGEND” 


JIM LONDOS 


VS. 


ERNIE DUSEK 
February 5, 1934 


Even today, the skills of the immortal Jim Londos are considered a standard by which scientific wrestlers 
are judged. Londos showed why he was one of the best pure wrestlers of his time during this classic 
Madison Square Garden event against rugged Ernie Dusek that marked Londos’ return to the legendary 
arena after a three-year absence. “The Greek Adonis” defeated the game Dusek in a bout that helped 
make him the top contender for the NWA title, which he held with pride in 1930. Four months later, on 
June 24, Londos regained the coveted belt from Jim Browning, a victory that cemented his reputation as 

one of the greatest wrestlers who ever lived. 


SPECIAL 
EDITION OF 


FULL- COLOR EXTRAVAGANZA! 


FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, OUR ANNUAL “YEAR IN PICTURES” 
FEATURE WILL INCLUDE A DYNAMIC FULL-COLOR SECTION! 
THRILL TO A SPECIAL EIGHT-PAGE INSERT HIGHLIGHTING THE 
MOST IMPORTANT MATCHES, SIGNIFICANT TITLE CHANGES, AND 
DRAMATIC EVENTS OF 1988 
kak 


EXCLUSIVE COVERAGE! 


SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING’S AWARD-WINNING STAFF OF 
PHOTOGRAPHERS AND EDITORS TRAVELS THE GLOBE TO COVER 
THE ACTION FROM EVERY FEDERATION AS NO OTHER 
PUBLICATION POSSIBLY CAN! THE RESULT IS AN UNPARALLELED 
LOOK AT WRESTLING IN ALL ITS MAGNIFICENCE! 
kk 


DON’T MISS IT! 


THE EXCITING MARCH 1989 ISSUE OF SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 
IS ON SALE NOW AND IS GUARANTEED TO BE A NEWSSTAND 
SELLOUT. DON’T MISS OUT—PICK UP YOUR COPY EARLY! 


THE BEST KEEPS GETTING BETTER! 


Phone Orders Call: (301) 484-9651 
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WRESTLING RING 
ONLY $24.99 


STEEL CAGE Accessory Kit 
ONLY 51499 
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5479 [Actin Adonis 609 | Rick Maret ‘5420 | WWF WRESTLING RING $24.99 
54a [Harley Race [5421 |New To Sartana (net poured) 5426] WWF STEEL CAGE ACCESSORY $14.99 
‘5598 [Vince McMahon 5619 | Billy Jack Haynes SHIRTS, OUTFITS & NOVELTIES CATALOG $2.00 
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